Alabama Child Nutrition Programs
September 2022 Newsletter
47th Edition
to each of our CNP Sponsors!
We appreciate all that you do for Alabama’s Child Nutrition Programs. Thank you for the hard work you
do daily! There are a lot of topics in the September newsletter, and we hope you find the information
helpful. Please feel free to contact our office or your assigned specialist if you have questions.

The September CNP newsletter will provide you with information on the following topics:
•
The Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP)
•
Spot Light Opportunity: Time Sensitive
•
Another Consideration for Milk Purchases!
•
Shelf Stable Milk
•
ICN’s Back-to-School Toolbox
•
ICN’s Fall Winter Virtual Training Sessions
•
Baldwin County CNP in the news!
•
How School Lunch Is Made And How You Can Help
•
National School Lunch Week 22, “Peace, Love & School Lunch,”
•
Offer versus Serve
•
Back2School $10,000 Golden Ticket Raffle!
•
SNA's School Nutrition Industry Conference (SNIC)
•
ICN’s USDA Recipe Standardization Guide and Back-to-School Toolbox
•
SNA’s Training ZoneWebinar Wednesdays
•
World School Milk Day is September 28
•
School Program’s AR Training and Fall Conference
•
School Program’s Area Map and Contact List
•
New SNA Video: School Meal Changes for SY2022-23
•
Local School Wellness Policy Refresh!
•
School Nutrition Environment Web Quiz
•
CACFP Potential Sponsor Training
•
MealTime Memos
•
CACFP Virtual Summit 2022
•
Sweet Grown Alabama
•
Discover How Grow with Grains Fits Into
•
Your School's Menus
•
Look What’s Happening in CNP
•
SeptemberCalendar
•
Child Nutrition Programs
•
School Year 2022-23 Waivers and Flexibilities
•
USDA Non-Discrimination Statement
Thank you again for the great job you are doing in CNP!

ALSDE CNP Staff

Please send all submissions for the CNP newsletter to: Penni Jeter, pjeter@alsde.edu
A photo release for any pictures of children sent to ALSDE should be kept on file at the local office.

Alabama Child Nutrition Programs

As part of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the President and Congress created the Affordable
Connectivity Program (ACP), which provides eligible households up to $30/month (or $75/month for
households living on Tribal lands) toward their internet bills, as well as a one-time discount of up to
$100 to purchase a laptop, desktop computer, or tablet.

All households with a child who was approved to receive free or reduced price school meals under
the National School Lunch Program or the School Breakfast Program, within the last 12 months,
including children who attend schools participating in the Community Eligibility Provision, are eligible
for ACP benefits. Households are also independently eligible if (1) their income is at or below 200%
of the Federal Poverty Level ($55,500 for a family of four); or (2) a member of the household
participates in certain other Federal benefit programs—including, among others, Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants,
and Children (WIC), Medicaid, and Federal Public Housing Assistance.
To further lower costs, the Biden-Harris Administration secured commitments from internet service
providers across the country to offer high-speed plans that are fully covered by the ACP. As a result,
millions of working families can now get high-speed internet without paying a dime.
Families can check their eligibility, sign up, and find fully covered plans at GetInternet.gov (mobileaccessible and available in Spanish) or by calling 877-384-2575.
About 13 million households have enrolled, but tens of millions more have not yet claimed their ACP
benefit. We need your help to ensure all eligible families in your State sign up to save on their
internet bills.
To support your efforts, please feel free to use the following resources:
• GetInternet.gov—a one-stop shop to learn about ACP, check eligibility, enroll, and find fully
covered internet plans.
• ACP Outreach Toolkit—outreach materials from the Federal Communications Commission,
including sample factsheets, flyers, PSAs, text messages, social media posts, and more.
• Outreach partners can request the pre-qualification widget to embed on their own
websites by emailing ACProgram@usac.org with the subject line “ACP Widget" for
technical support. In the email, please include the web address where you plan to add the
widget. The interactive widget includes questions to check eligibility and apply for ACP.
• White House Fact Sheet on the ACP and its benefits.
Additionally, please note that this benefit is not considered income for purposes of determining
eligibility for free and reduced price school meals.
FNS appreciates the exceptional efforts of State agencies to assist families in need through the
promotion of programs like the ACP. Together, we can connect those we serve to a support network
that bolsters families and communities. If you have questions, please contact your Regional Office.

Alabama Child Nutrition School Programs

SPOTLIGHT
OPPORTUNITY
Please contact CNP School Programs
by September 6th, 2022.

It’s your time to shine!
Would you like the opportunity to showcase your hard work and be in
the spotlight? USDA would like to visit several school sites during
National School Lunch Week 2022. Let’s show off the fabulous meals
being served to Alabama’s children. Call us today.
Please contact your specialist or
our office by September 6th, 2022,
if you are interested in this
wonderful opportunity!

CNP School Programs Office
334.694.4657

FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Office: 334.694.4659

FoodDist@alsde.edu

Shelf stable milk is available from several distributors in Alabama. If your district is
interested in purchasing shelf stable milk for your schools, reach out to distributors
to see if your district is within their service area.

What is the shelf life of shelf stable milk?
Before opening, shelf stable milk has a shelf life of 6-12
months. Once opened, it has the same shelf life as
pasteurized milk.
Is the nutritional value different from chilled dairy milk?
The nutritional value of shelf stable milk, including
protein, calcium and Vitamin D, is no different than
chilled options and meets all nutritional requirements.
What is the preservative used to allow a long shelf life?
No additives or preservatives are needed to prolong
the shelf life of shelf stable milk. The ultra-high
temperature (UHT) treatment process, paired with the
aseptic packaging allows for long shelf life.

https://schoolnutrition.org/uploadedFiles/2_Meetings_and_Events/Virtual_Events/ISS/ISS-2021Shelf-Stable-Milk-FAQ-Online.pdf

Another Consideration for Milk Purchases!
If you spend $250,000 or less on milk, you may use the Alabama flexibility for unprocessed
agricultural products for small purchases.
The simplified acquisition threshold is set by the Federal Acquisition Regulation at 48 CFR Subpart
2.1 (Definitions) and in accordance with 41 U.S.C. 1908. The simplified threshold is $250,000.

Be sure to check out ICN's BACK-TO-SCHOOL TOOLBOX
where you will find the VILT registration link, iLearn Courses,
staff development training materials, and helpful websites!

These sessions will fill quickly, so don't wait!

The Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN) is offering
virtual training sessions during the fall/winter of
2022. There are topics available for school
nutrition professionals and Child and Adult Food
Care Program (CACFP) operators. Many topics
are scheduled for new child nutrition directors, and
the list also includes lessons from Introduction to
School Nutrition Leadership (ISNL).
Register Here!

School Programs
Office 334.694.4657

NSLP, SBP, FFVP, SSO, Afterschool Snack

ALSDE CNP is so excited that Baldwin County is leading the way
with their efforts to ensure all children receive a meal!!
Kudos to Erin and the Board of Education in Baldwin County!

No student left hungry: Baldwin Co. Schools approve
lunch policy program change | WPMI (mynbc15.com)

New Nutrition Education Resource: How School Lunch is Made and How You Can Help

New for Middle School!

How School Lunch Is Made And How You Can Help
Inspired by questions USDA receives from students about school lunch, this
publication was developed as part of the Fueling My Healthy Life collection. This
article is connected to eighth grade educational standards and provides students
with information about what's in a school meal, who decides what's on the menu,
and how students can have a voice in the process.
Availability
All are welcome to download these materials and make copies. To download the
file, please right-click on the link and "save link as."

Visit our website at TeamNutrition.USDA.gov.
Share your activities with us on Twitter @TeamNutrition using the hashtag #TeamNutrition
or by emailing us at TeamNutrition@USDA.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

National School Lunch Week
October 10-14, 2022.
National School Lunch Week
The National School Lunch Program (NSLP) serves nearly 30 million
children every school day. President John F. Kennedy created
National School Lunch Week (NSLW) in 1962 to promote the
importance of a healthy school lunch in a child’s life and the impact
it has inside and outside of the classroom. #NSLW22, “Peace, Love
& School Lunch,” will be celebrated October 10-14, 2022.

Marketing & PR Resources
Check out SNA-developed marketing tools,
including social media graphics, an official
proclamation and a customizable
#NSLW22 press release.
Get started by requesting official #NSLW22
artwork to use in your marketing efforts.
> Get Started

School Programs
NSLP, SBP, FFVP, SSO, Afterschool Snack

Offer vs Serve
Elementary School
Lunch Poster | Food
and Nutrition Service
(usda.gov)

This poster is designed to educate students in selecting a reimbursable lunch
under Offer versus Serve. Teachers and school foodservice professionals will
find it helps students more quickly select the foods in the lunch line that make up
a reimbursable meal.
Availability
All are welcome to download these materials and make copies. If you have
difficulty opening any of these files in your Internet browser, please right-click on
the link and "save link as."
Ordering: Print copies are only available in English. Child nutrition program
operators may request printed copies of this resource, while supplies last.

Sign Up for SNA Newsletters
Sign Up for SNA SmartBrief
Upcoming Meetings & Events
School Nutrition magazine
The Journal of Child Nutrition & Management
The Learning Center

Back2School $10,000 Golden Ticket Raffle!

SNF is excited to announce the Back2School $10,000 Golden Ticket Raffle! Visit the Classy
Event website to purchase your ticket securely online. The winner will be announced on
September 14, 2022 – just in time to make your Back2School the best ever!
Buy your ticket for $100 or join your friends to buy a ticket together and split the winnings!
How does it work? Each of the 200 tickets will be sold for $100. This means, you win
$10,000 and the School Nutrition Foundation receives $10,000 to support the many
programs and scholarships provided to SNA members.
Since only 200 tickets are being sold, if you buy 3 tickets, your chance of winning is 1 in 66!
Think about those odds! Ask yourself, what is stopping you from winning $10K?
In addition to the chance of winning $10,000 you are also helping The School Nutrition
Foundation support professionals in the School Nutrition community! They need your
support more than ever before with COVID-19 closures and dramatic decreases in
participation.
Tickets are on sale NOW! Visit our website to purchase your ticket today.

Buy my ticket now!

Mark Your Calendars: #SNIC23
Get ready to connect and collaborate at the most innovative conference in
school nutrition! SNA's School Nutrition Industry Conference (SNIC) will be held
on January 15-17, 2023, in San Diego, CA. Conference highlights include:
•
A pre-conference tour at a local dairy farm tour
•
A visit to San Diego Unified School District
•
Popular Ideas@Work sessions
•
Innovative Solution Sessions
•
Top-notch keynote speakers with fresh perspectives

Registration opens in September 2022.
Participate In SNA's 'Membership Starts With Me' Campaign
Show your support for school nutrition and earn the chance to win prizes! Recruit
at least one new SNA member during a calendar month between August 1,
2022, and May 31, 2023, and you could win a free SNA Membership, a gift card
to the SNA Shop or a free SNA Training Zone Class. For more details and rules
of the recruitment campaign, visit Membership Starts with Me. #ISupportSNA
Prepare For SY2022-23 With USDA Team Nutrition Poster, "Color Your
Lunch Tray!"
Help students make healthy meal decisions this year and download the USDA
Team Nutrition poster, "Color Your Lunch Tray!" Designed to educate students
who are selecting a reimbursable lunch, it was created under the Offer vs. Serve
(OVS), a provision at the National School Lunch Program. You can find OVS
resources and other helpful materials on the USDA OVS website.

#TheICN has prepared the Back-to-School Toolbox for returning, new,
and aspiring school nutrition professionals. Plan your professional
development now and get started early for the 2022-23 School Year
with ICN's #BackToSchool Toolbox! https://theicn.org/back-to-school

Institute of Child Nutrition
Introducing the USDA Recipe
Standardization Guide! This new
resource is a “how-to” guide on
recipe standardization for school
nutrition recipe developers. It’s
free, so download it now https://icn.ms/3PGaEZZ

EARNING CEUs
SNA CEUs: 1.0
Key Area 1000: Nutrition
Key Topic 1100: Special Diets, Including Food Allergies
Subtopic 1160: Food Allergy
September 28: Smooth Operator: How to Safely Serve Peanut Butter at Your Schools

LEAD to Succeed™ Communication for Impact Series
Just in time for your back to school training, you can now access the complete
LEAD to Succeed™ Communication for Impact series in the SNA Training Zone.
More than 12 hours of practical, real-world communications training developed
specifically for school nutrition professionals like you. With four self-paced
modules totaling 12 hours and 45 minutes of communications training, this is a
great way to earn CEUs/CDRs at no cost. Get Started

LEAD Training for Managers and Employees
Don’t miss the latest training in the School Nutrition Foundation’s LEAD to
Succeed™ Communication for Impact series! Module Four, DEVELOP
Communication Skills, was created specifically for manager and staff-level
school nutrition employees and includes three one-hour webinars featuring
interactive, real-world conversations. Take a Look
NEW: Adult Learning Series for Trainers
Are you training your staff, colleagues or any other adult learners and looking for
fresh new ideas? Maybe you’re presenting at a conference or staff meeting, and
you would like some ideas about how to get more audience engagement? In this
two-part course, Dr. Kristen Wall will share best practices for adult learning in a
variety of scenarios. Get fresh ideas for your next training worth two (2) CEUs!
Check It Out

School Programs
Office 334.694.4657

NSLP, SBP, FFVP, SSO, Afterschool Snack

World School Milk Day is September 28
Celebrate All Month With #CerealMilk22
Bring a celebration to your school with free poster downloads, promotional
materials, fun activity sheets, a TikTok dance duet video, Snapchat filter and
more! Plus, enter for your chance to win five free cases of cereal and a
cereal display rack.

What’s World School Milk Day?
WSMD is an annual dairy celebration that takes place on the last
Wednesday of September. It’s a day dedicated to all the important health
benefits linked to increased milk consumption, including:
•Improved bone health
•Reduced risk of type 2 diabetes
•Reduced risk of cardiovascular disease
•Daily source of protein, calcium and vitamin D₁
Cereal is also a valuable source of nutrition for students in K-12 schools.
Students who eat cereal receive these additional nutrients in their diet
compared to their peers who don’t:
•72% more vitamin D
•69% more iron
Let's Get Started
•58% more vitamin A
•60% more whole grains
•27%-103% more B-vitamins₂

School Programs
Office 334.694.4657

NSLP, SBP, FFVP, SSO, Afterschool Snack

FALL
Directors’
CONFERENCE
2022

Marriott Shoals Hotel & Spa
Fall Directors’ Conference
October 19-21, 2022

Register

Registration Form

Book Your Room

DATE

TRAINING

LOCATION

AREA

September 23, 2022

Admin. Review
Training

Marriott Prattville Hotel and
Conference Center

Prattville, AL

October 19-21, 2022

Fall Director’s
Conference

Marriott Shoals Hotel
and Spa

Florence, AL

2022 Administrative Review Training
Date:
Time:
Location:

September 23, 2022
9:00am – 3:00pm
Marriott Prattville Hotel & Conference Center
2500 Legends Circle
Prattville, Alabama 36066

Registration is required to attend this workshop and must be completed no later
than September 9, 2022.

Please go ahead and register to attend conference. Hotel rooms are almost full.
To register for this training please go to:
https://cnp.alsde.edu/nslp/Registration/WorkshopRegistration.aspx
If you have any questions, please call the School Programs staff at 334-694-4657.

School Programs
NSLP, SBP, FFVP, SSO, Afterschool Snack

Office 334.694.4657

Tune into Table Talk for the latest information!
Tuesday, September 27th •1:30 PM

The CNP School Program Staff is looking forward to working
with you this year. Below you will find the 2022-2023 CNP
School Program Map and Contact List for your area.
SY 2022-23 CNP School Program Area Map

School Programs
NSLP, SBP, FFVP, SSO, Afterschool Snack

Office 334.694.4657

New SNA Video: School Meal Changes for SY2022-23
The new school year comes with changes to how
students purchase or receive school meals—a
change that might be confusing to families who are
used to meals being available at no charge since
March 2020.
To help in sharing this important information with
your district's families, SNA has created a short
video—available in both English and Spanish—that
lays out these changes for SY2022-23.
Watch The Video (English)

Watch The Video (Spanish)

We encourage you to share the videos via social
media, your district's website, school newsletters and
other methods of communications to ensure that
families who must apply for free and reduced-price
meals submit their applications as soon as possible.

Food and Nutrition
Service
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE
Students thrive in a healthy school environment. This back to school period can be a
great time for School Food Authorities (SFAs) and schools to create strong school
environments that support students’ growth, learning, and well-being. Local school
wellness policies, Smart Snacks, nourishing school meals, and nutrition education can
help students develop healthy eating habits. Use Team Nutrition’s Back to School Online
Toolkit to support healthy choices during the school day with these ready-to-go
resources. New and updated materials for School Year 2022-2023 include:

Local School Wellness Policy Refresh!
This new infographic encourages SFAs to bring their
school community together and refresh their Local
School Wellness Policy efforts. This publication is
available online in English and in Spanish. Print
copies are coming soon! For more information and
resources on Local School Wellness Policies, please
visit Team Nutrition’s Local School Wellness Policy
Tools and Resources webpage.

School Nutrition Environment Web Quiz
This 10-question quiz is the latest to join the existing
collection of Team Nutrition web quizzes. Test takers can
assess their knowledge of the school nutrition environment,
and access additional resources after taking the quiz.

Updated: A Guide to Smart Snacks in School
This popular publication has been updated to reflect policies and guidance for current
and upcoming school years. It is designed for anyone who sells foods and beverages to
students outside of the School Meals Programs on the school campus during the school
day. Help make the healthy choice the easy choice for kids at school! Available online
and now in print.

Child and Adult Care Food Program
Office: 334.694.4659
CACFP/SFSP

CACFP Potential Sponsor Training
Where

Dates

Time

ALSDE
Gordon Persons Building
Auditorium
50 N. Ripley Street
Montgomery, AL 36130

December 1, 2022

8:30 AM - 3:30 PM

CACFP staff will discuss program responsibilities, requirements, and best practices .

Share the monthly Mealtime Memos with families or use the information in
your resources for families. Mealtime Memos provide a wealth of topics that
can be adapted for families, including menu ideas, recipes, and mealtime
discussion prompts.

Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)

https://www.breakforaplat
e.com/care-centers/

Child and Adult Care Food Program
Office: 334.694.4659
CACFP/SFSP

CACFP.ORG
Five Free CACFP Menu
Templates for Easy
Meal Planning
Use these free CACFP
menu templates, and
your meal planning will
become a breeze.

CACFP Virtual Summit 2022
Looking for food program training?
Join us on Zoom this week!
September
12 15

Virtual Events

National Child Nutrition Conference

Alabama Farm to School Program
Alabama schools and farmers partner to
bring fresh, local products into
lunchrooms across the state.
LEARN MORE
VIEW THE HARVEST CALENDAR

FARMER SPOTLIGHTS

Watermelon from Haynes Farms Cullman, Al
Peaches from J. Durbin Farms Clanton, Al
Cherry Tomatoes from Chandler Mtn Steele, Al

Hoover City Schools
FARM TO SCHOOL: Hoover Schools are proud to participate in the USDA’s Farm to
School Program!
Through Farm to School, we provide fresh and healthy food options to students and
support our local farmers!
This school year, we’re serving watermelon from Cullman, peaches from Chilton
County, and cherry tomatoes from Stelle! The students are loving it! Take a look! Bluff
Park Elementary School #farmtoschool #healthyschoollunch #schoollunches U.S.
Department of Agriculture #Hoover #CNP #child #nutrition Sweet Grown Alabama

thedairyalliance.com Find us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter

Discover How Grow with Grains Fits Into
Your School's Menus

Designed with students in mind, 2-oz.-equiv grain cereal cups from General Mills
ensure students get the nutrients they need while enjoying their favorite flavors. Did
you know that 4 of the top 5 brands are available as K-12 offerings from General Mills?*
Plus, there are plenty of benefits across the board!
●
●
●

●
●

2-oz.-eq. grain cereal cups from General Mills are whole grainrich and regulation-ready
May help increase milk consumption
Provide a good source of at least 12 vitamins and minerals
Many options have ≤6 grams of sugar, making them eligible for
CACFP service, and are gluten-free
Easy to consume on the go and require little to no kitchen prep

Grow with Grains gives you tools and resources all year long! See all the ways you can
serve students the nutrition they need with just one product for inventory, storage and
serving.

Discover More

Local CNP Directors met to try some potential new items!
Aggie Nutrition -Albertville City Schools CNP DeKalb County
Child Nutrition Program Guntersville CNP

Guntersville
CNP

Marshall County Child Nutrition Program

Marshall County CNP
recently received whole
muscle, all white meat,
grilled chicken strips
through the state
commodity program. The
quality and taste of the
chicken strips are top notch.

Jefferson County Schools Child Nutrition
Pulled Pork BBQ Sandwich, Southern style
potato salad, baked beans, salad and fruit.

Cheesy Spaghetti bake! Pics are
from Irondale Middle School Rudd
Middle Gardendale Elementary
School Minor Community School
West Jefferson Elementary and
Grantswood Community School

Enterprise City Schools Child Nutrition Program

Delicious meal are being served all the time in Jefferson County!
Jefferson County is enjoying some new items from the state bid
list. The chicken teriyaki and vegetable fried rice sure look yummy.
Thanks for posting the great pictures Jefferson County CNP!
Check out that slaw dog!

Jefferson County Schools Child Nutrition

Chicken Tetrazzini!

Chicken Sandwich
Day

Albertville Middle
showing off their
colorful lunch!

Aggie Nutrition -Albertville City Schools CNP
is at Albertville Kindergarten and Pre K.

Some of the delicious
lunches served across
DeKalb County
Schools!

AR Training
Marriott Prattville
Hotel and Conference
Center

Child Nutrition Programs
School Year 2022-23 Waivers and Flexibilities

To support a successful school year, and to promote afterschool and
childcare, FNS is releasing a new suite of waivers and flexibilities to
increase funding, support access, and balance operational needs with
the goal of providing nutritious meals.

Child Nutrition Programs: COVID-19 Waivers by State

Food and Nutrition Service (FNS)
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
The mission of USDA Food and Nutrition Service is to increase food
security and reduce hunger by providing children and low-income people
access to food, a healthful diet and nutrition education in a way that
supports American agriculture and inspires public confidence.

USDA Non-Discrimination Statement
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual
orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.
Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons
with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should
contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form
AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained
online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20PComplaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by
calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must
contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written
description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged
civil rights violation.
The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:
1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email:
program.intake@usda.gov

