VOLUME 004
ISSUE 006
February 27, 2025

Alabama State Department of Education
Child Nutrition Programs




OVERVIEW

* Equipment Grant

* Farm to School Culinary
Challenge

* Private School ISP  Oxford City Open House

Reports are past due! * Conference Dates
* Monroe County Grow

e Smart Snack Cautions . ihi
Towers Training Dates

* USDA request for Public
Comment * Harvest of the Month * Melva Krell

e ALSDE . .
« USDA Titan Virtual User Group

—

VOLUME 004 - ISSUE 006 - ALABAMA CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM




REVIEWS AND REMINDERS

ROBBIE SCOTT




ATTENTION PRIVATE SCHOOLS...
Identified Student Percentage (ISP) Reports are now past due.
* |If yours has not been submitted, please submit it as soon as possible.
* If reportis not submitted, you will not be eligible for CEP in SY25 —26.

Note: ISPs may continue to be updated and submitted until April 1st.
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!”, Smart Snack Cautions...
Never ASSUME! \T/
“ Not ALL Nutri-Grain bars are smart snack compliant!

It is very important to run products through the Smart Snack Calculator to ensure compliance.

Some of the Nutri-Grain bars are not compliant due to "sugar exceeding 35% sugar by weight”.
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/ﬂ)@ USDA Requests for Public Comments Deadline Approaching

e Comments on Grain-Based Desserts and High-Protein Yogurt Crediting in CNP
* Request for information was issued December 26, 2024.
e Comments may be submitted through March 26, 2025.

e Use this link to submit comments through March 26, 2025.

www.regulations.gov
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.regulations.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crscott%40ALSDE.edu%7C78f9111afe5a484011af08dd56712556%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638761766131066661%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6Cw0PDM0VWXPK4fefnaNSSiS8gX%2Fwm7k5hRE3AVVH1g%3D&reserved=0

In Request for Information: Grain-Based Desserts and High-Protein Yogurt Crediting in Child Nutrition Programs, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) requests comments from the public. The request for information was issued on December 26, 2024, to obtain input to help inform
future policymaking, guidance, and technical assistance related to grain-based desserts and high-protein yogurt crediting in Child Nutrition Programs (CNP).

The public is invited to submit comments to www.regulations.gov through March 26, 2025.

On February 7, 2023, FNS issued a proposed rule to update Child Nutrition Program (CNP) meal pattern requirements. The rule included a proposal to limit grain-
based desserts in the School Breakfast Program to no more than two ounce equivalents per week, consistent with the National School Lunch Program. However,
based on public feedback, FNS did not finalize that proposed limit in the final rule, which published on April 25, 2024. Partners raised concerns that the proposal
would limit options at school breakfast and recommended that FNS re-evaluate use of grain-based desserts at school breakfast. In the final rule, USDA committed to
exploring methods for improving and simplifying grain-based dessert requirements by soliciting further partner input.

Yogurt is a popular menu item in CNPs. It may be offered in a variety of forms: plain or flavored, unsweetened or sweetened, strained or non-strained, and/or high-
protein or regular; as a standalone option or in different menu items, such as yogurt parfaits or smoothies. The variety of yogurt available at retail and in the K-12
market, including high-protein yogurt (e.g., Greek and Greek-style yogurt), has grown and evolved significantly. Therefore, in 2017, FNS requested public input on
whether high-protein yogurt (including Greek and Greek-style yogurt) should credit differently than regular yogurt. Those comments were mixed and, as a result, FNS
maintained consistent crediting for all yogurt in the CNPs. FNS is now seeking additional public input to determine if any new information warrants a change to yogurt
crediting in the CNPs.

Additional Resources:

*More information about the request for information can be found on the FNS website: https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-122624

eComments can be submitted through the Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to Request for Information: Grain-Based Desserts and High-Protein Yogurt Crediting in Child
Nutrition Programs and follow the online instructions for submitting comments.

For more information on submitting comments, please see Tips for Submitting Effective Comments here: Tips-For-Submitting-Effective-Comments.pdf. (Please note
this is a Federal Register resource and not an FNS resource.)
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2024-30710%2Frequest-for-information-grain-based-desserts-and-high-protein-yogurt-crediting-in-child-nutrition&data=05%7C02%7Crscott%40ALSDE.edu%7C78f9111afe5a484011af08dd56712556%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638761766131047362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ExzbwUHXMYyRjabvBl7e4GOFCM0yp%2B0IZBftIlHnNv0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.regulations.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crscott%40ALSDE.edu%7C78f9111afe5a484011af08dd56712556%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638761766131066661%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6Cw0PDM0VWXPK4fefnaNSSiS8gX%2Fwm7k5hRE3AVVH1g%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2023%2F02%2F07%2F2023-02102%2Fchild-nutrition-programs-revisions-to-meal-patterns-consistent-with-the-2020-dietary-guidelines-for&data=05%7C02%7Crscott%40ALSDE.edu%7C78f9111afe5a484011af08dd56712556%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638761766131078906%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J31A8EYG5c2SvSbrd2jIkmX51MSnDHOBpm9Ox%2BrNVdc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.govinfo.gov%2Fcontent%2Fpkg%2FFR-2024-04-25%2Fpdf%2F2024-08098.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Crscott%40ALSDE.edu%7C78f9111afe5a484011af08dd56712556%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638761766131091035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kgx0D4H8v86dYbNdRd5LkNnxqfRy%2B4Jk73gn1gsbtAY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-122624&data=05%7C02%7Crscott%40ALSDE.edu%7C78f9111afe5a484011af08dd56712556%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638761766131103161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O1JN%2FyHjCs%2B0KkTD5xdREL7ZjZ8ug2qpcCZ221JQxTE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2024-30710%2Frequest-for-information-grain-based-desserts-and-high-protein-yogurt-crediting-in-child-nutrition&data=05%7C02%7Crscott%40ALSDE.edu%7C78f9111afe5a484011af08dd56712556%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638761766131115512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9JgQX9xd7qPdIYzyVwvwh9S3O4lV38Kphn5ZONGJGCE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2024-30710%2Frequest-for-information-grain-based-desserts-and-high-protein-yogurt-crediting-in-child-nutrition&data=05%7C02%7Crscott%40ALSDE.edu%7C78f9111afe5a484011af08dd56712556%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638761766131115512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9JgQX9xd7qPdIYzyVwvwh9S3O4lV38Kphn5ZONGJGCE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs3.amazonaws.com%2Fprod-regulations-faq%2Fpdf%2FTips-For-Submitting-Effective-Comments.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Crscott%40ALSDE.edu%7C78f9111afe5a484011af08dd56712556%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638761766131127306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0FJGecMtopsbKb59rCVFxrH0t%2F%2FZeYQBhDCA%2FiGcf%2FY%3D&reserved=0

MONTHLY MEMOS

CHAD LANGSTON
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ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 2/3/2)
 Reminder: National School Breakfast Week Activities

USDA Memo (emailed to all directors on 2/3/25)
e 2024-25 Survey IV on Supply Chain Disruption and Student Participation

USDA Memo (emailed to all directors on 2/19/25)

e Letter from Secretary Rollins - Nutrition Programs

USDA Memo (emailed to all directors on 2/20/25)

FNS Announces Website Posting of Webinar on Request for Information: Grain-Based Desserts and High-Protein Yogurt Crediting in
Child Nutrition Programs

USDA Memo (emailed to all directors on 2/24/25)
e SP 09-2015: Buy American Accommodation Process for School Year 2025-2026
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TOP TOPICS
JOE CLARK
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ConGrATULATIONS! ,.

B ,_-"7_"_ =

FY2U ety Gt orlcs

Bibb County

Colbert County
Chickasaw City If you applied for the FY23 grant, were not awarded

Gadsden City (two schools) but purchased and installed equipment,
. . please email me at joe.clark@alsde.edu.
Haleyville City

Cornerstone Schools of Alabama
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TOP TOPICS
DEVIN WILLIAMSON
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Awardees

District

School

Andalusia City Schools
Gulf Shores City Schools
Haleyville City Schools
Holy Family School
Homewood City Schools
LEAD Academy

Lee County Schools

Pell City Schools
Restoration Academy

University Charter School

Andalusia Elementary School
Gulf Shores High School
Haleyville Elementary School
Holy Family School
Homewood High School

LEAD Academy Charter School
Wacoochee Elementary School
Pell City High School
Restoration Academy

University Charter School
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Alabamas Farm T Sehool aﬂ[wﬂly %ﬂtx

Workshop Opportunity J¥
Tuscaloosa, Alabamé)

Tuesday, April 8th, 2025

Alabamas FarmTo School Culinary, Oﬂaﬁmr [Oorkﬂop’

Tuscaloosa, Alabama

April 8m, 2025

Bus Departs from City Parking behind Embassy Suites ({2410 University Boulevard)
Sign-in \'b'
Taste Tesfing Tips & Small Equipment Demo by the Chef Ann Foundation

Bus Departs from TC33 Ceniral Office

Tour of “Forest” of Underground Forest (Mushroom Farm)

Bus Departs from Forest

Enjoy Lunch on your Own!

Mearby restaurants: Chipotle, Mediterranean Sandwich Company, Whataburger,
Moe's Southwest Grill, Swen Chinese Restaurant

Bus Departs from Parking Lot

Tour Tuscaloosa County Schools’ Agniculture Teaching Farm

Underground Forest aus Departs fom 1C5S Ag Farm 2

Bus Ammives at City Parking Behind the Embassy Suites
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Osgord, Oty Open ftouse: Drest

Oxford City Schools

Proud of our Past, Preparing for the Future
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MORNIROE COUINIRY
PURLIC SSHRIOOLS
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(f peoming: -How‘eﬂf of The (honth. Tems Y“;;s‘ii‘!igs,;%""g

abama

e April HOM items: Strawberries and Cauliflower

* May HOM items: Cucumbers and Yellow Squash

dly Sery;
proudly €I'Ving

Sweet (o)
abama

* June HOM items: Bell Peppers and Eggplant

HOM Posters and Local Product Flyers
by the AL Department of Agriculture

Remember to tag #ALF2S!
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https://agi.alabama.gov/fts/cnp-harvest-of-the-month/
https://agi.alabama.gov/fts/local-product-flyers/

TOP TOPICS
JUSTIN Hope
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LINQ School Nutrition Webinar
WHO : All Alabama Directors & Staff who use Titan |NV|TED
—

WHAT : Virtual Meeting for Users with information on LINQ Pay, LINQ Nutrition
Suite, Statewide Procurement update/implementation Purchasing and Q & A
with the LINQ Team

HOST: Carla Yamada- Director of Strategic Resolutions- Client Experience | I I I A N
Michelle Michels- Director of Consulting Services- Client Experience
A LINQ SOLUTION
WHEN : Friday, February 28 @ 1:30pm

WHERE : Virtual- Zoom Meeting 1 I.INQ

School Nutrition Suite

https://us-23212.join.gong.io/ling/carla.yamada/9107737023617739068
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TRAINING TIDBITS
ROBBIE SCOTT
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=) TRAINING TIDBITS

NEW MANAGERS
TRAINING

NEW DIRECTORS
TRAINING

May 1 -2, 2025 ALSDE
May 2 — 3, 2025 ASNA

Von Braun Center

Shelby County

June 25-26, 2025  New Managers Instructional Services Center

Gordon Persons Building

July 29 — 30, 2025 AR Training Auditorium

August 18 —22, 2025 New Directors Gordon Persons Building Zeke

The Grand Hotel Resort and

November 12 — 14, 2025 Fall Conference
Conference Center

Huntsville, AL

Alabaster, AL

Montgomery, AL

Montgomery, AL

Point Clear, AL
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TRAINING TIDBITS

Alabama School Nutrition Association Conference 2025

p—

- May 1 -2, 2025 ALSDE

VON BRAUN Von Braun Center Huntsville, AL
CENTER May 2 - 3, 2025 ASNA
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TRAINING TIDBITS

‘

ALABAMA SCHOOL
NUTRITION ASSOCIATION =X
CONFERENCE 2025 —

Von Braun Center
May 2-3, 2025
Huntsville, Alabama
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P

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

CHRISTINA GLOVER
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Number of Sites : 5

Number of Employees : 24
Years in Child Nutrition : 25 years in CNP r@%
(9 years as a CNP Administrative Assistant

: CNP Director
and 16 years as a CNP Director ) Scottsboro City Schools

Melva Krell, CNP Director SponSOr SpOt“ght '

Favorite Part of the Job: Visiting schools and seeing the students enjoying their meals,
especially when we’re introducing new entrees or recipes.

Craziest Event: Getting locked in the cooler! “I sometimes get a little claustrophobic in tight spaces — like
walk-in coolers. One day, | was doing a school review and went into a cooler to check a few things off the
list. My staff thought it’d be hilarious to block the door, trapping me inside. | remained calm (mostly) and
tried not to panic. | quickly said, If you don’t let me out right now, you're all fired! After that, | made a
new rule: the manager goes in with me . . . For everyone’s safety of course.”

Best Advice: Remember that, although your employees are paid to do a job, they are first and foremost
human beings with their own personal challenges. It’s important to always show them respect and make
them feel valued. When you do, they’re more likely to respond with loyalty and a stronger commitment
to the work they do for you.

Least Favorite Part of the Job: Purchasing new equipment and navigating through the specs and bidding process!

VOLUME 004 - ISSUE 006 - ALABAMA CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM




.
USDA Non-Discrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited
from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of
communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or
local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877-8339.
To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can
be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by
writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the
alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil
rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1.mail:

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2.fax:

(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3.email:

Program.Intake @usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Alabama State Department of Education


https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

Thank you for attending!
Be sure to document your attendance

by completing the survey.
Scan the QR code

https://forms.office.com/r/7PKKcKwDDY?origin=lprLink

Alabama State Department of Education



https://forms.office.com/r/7PKKcKwDDY?origin=lprLink
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