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Buy American



School food authorities (SFAs) in the continental United States must 
purchase domestic agricultural commodities and food products. For foods 
that are unprocessed, the agricultural commodities must be domestic, and 
for foods that are processed, they must be processed domestically using 
domestic agricultural food components that are comprised of over 51% 
domestically grown items, by weight or volume. A domestic creditable food 
component is the portion that counts toward a reimbursable school meal 
(meats/meat alternates, grains, vegetables, fruits, and fluid milk).



The non-
domestic 
food 
purchase 
cap will be:

10% beginning School Year 2025-2026

8% beginning School Year 2028-2029

5% beginning School Year 2031-2032



There are two limited exceptions for non-domestic purchases

•The product is listed on the Federal Acquisitions Regulations Nonavailable 
articles list found at 48 code of federal regulations (CFR), Section 25, 104 
and/or is not produced or manufactured in the U.S. in sufficient and 
reasonably available quantities of a satisfactory quality 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-48/chapter-1/subchapter-D/part-
25/subpart-25/section-25.104 

•Competitive bids reveal the costs of a domestic product are significantly 
higher than the non-domestic product

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-48/chapter-1/subchapter-D/part-25/subpart-25/section-25.104
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-48/chapter-1/subchapter-D/part-25/subpart-25/section-25.104


All Sponsors will be required to track all 
non-domestic food purchases beginning 
School Year 2025-2026.  

This includes items that meet the limited 
exception rule. 

Sponsors are required to request an 
accommodation if the 10 percent threshold 
cannot be met. 



What can SFAs do to prepare?
• Ensure Buy American is included in all procurement solicitations, bid 

specifications and contracts – ex:  include country of origin on invoices, 
procedures for contact when a non-domestic product will be substituted...etc.

• Use USDA Foods and food products processed in the United States using USDA 
Foods. 

• Before using an exception consider a domestic alternative.

• Plan menus to utilize domestic products when possible.

• Provide staff training about the Buy American provision.  Example: Reviewing 
country of origin on food packaging and invoices, food products align with the 
terms and conditions of the contract...etc.

• Periodically review storage areas to ensure products received are what was 
solicited and awarded and comply with the Buy American provision.



Sample Statement for contracts                       Sample substitution documentation from vendors





Beginning SY 2025-
25, SFAs will need to 
track non-domestic 
purchases to ensure 
no more than 10% of 
federal funds are 
used to purchase 
those items.

Tracking Non-domestic 
Purchases



Beginning SY 2025-25, 
SFAs will need to track 
non-domestic purchases 
to ensure no more than 
10% of federal funds are 
used to purchase those 
items.

A tracking tool has been 
created & will be 
provided to all SFAs

Tracking Non-domestic 
Purchases



• If the 10% threshold will not be 
met, sponsors must request a 
temporary accommodation 

• This accommodation should be 
used while making efforts to meet 
the 10% requirement

• Fields are fillable

• Link or QR code to this document 
to come

Temporary Accommodation



USDA Non-Discrimination Statement
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this 
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation 
for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should 
contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA 
office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, 
telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or 
letter must be submitted to USDA by:
1.mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2.fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3.email:
Program.Intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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