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       WEBEX RECORDING 

Click here to access the Webex recording.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falsde.webex.com%2Falsde%2Fldr.php%3FRCID%3Dc64357458aa90f55785a82ac433ce717&data=05%7C02%7Casia.fallen%40alsde.edu%7Cff841c6f3b6d4b88704a08ddb5b13e72%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638866495069760361%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qT4e6VhKvBlEqrIaectEb8RhgyqMuGPaND64%2BLxY5ME%3D&reserved=0


OVERVIEW
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• LINQ Web Address
• CEP Election
• PLE Exemption
• Smart Snack 

Attestation
• Exempt Fundraisers 
• 2025-2026 Free and 

Reduced Meal 
Applications

Reviews and 
Reminders

• ALSDE
• USDA

Monthly 
Memos

• LINQ Reminders
• Site Level Attendance Factor
• FFVP Updates
• Culinary Training Recap
• SFI Course
• Coffee Guidance
• Dietary Changes
• SunBucks

Top Topics

• Training Dates

Training Tidbits

• THANK YOU TO 
ALL OF OUR 
SPONSORS!

Sponsor 
Spotlight



REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
SUZANNAH YODER
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
Be sure that you have bookmarked the correct web address for the LINQ application:

https://alsde.cnpus.com/prod/Splash.aspx
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
SY 2025-2026 CEP Election Due JUNE 30, 2025 
All SFAs must submit their decision for CEP participation in the old online 
application system.

E-mail with instructions sent May 19, 2025.
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS

PLE Exemption Form

Email sent on Thursday, May 8, 2025

For SY 2025-2026, SFAs with a positive or zero balance 
in the nonprofit school food service account as of 
June 30, 2024, are exempt from PLE pricing 
requirements.

For SFAs that do not qualify for this exemption, a 
detailed memo was emailed on 6/23/2025 with 
instructions for completion.

PLE EXEMPTIONS DUE 6/30/25

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foodr8xabb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001uBOz2hX9PdI2BNSk2i0QIdcLaBXW0YjRB23fgIHu6PMY28bJthNbDA0VyXWBigVJ9CCCyV9eTS8j40diz--7X9K9dboe_iMxHrZzDmz3s8cayf3B_uFsf0k7RiVdov-o6GhKlel9TrDdn_9fUgSuWzh_clVyuHuRZu82DcUI9-XgHE48McGmWn1k2wo5l9S3e6KnTvf8kd1nzcIyjxT9ALaJijkmQPBXbUDYzCBrq-KMmRBdjko6cuiIFQhMYW9iaLDT2Iv3TpdME6qCR5q2fbeJyUWOyAAXdSCFOPniaALMa7j1TbHA8Jov6nPTJ0D6qCcXOpEFi0dEKfP0uv_UWYyPMJIrr_F0VEudA5iB7N_EwM0apuiaMHiNa_loI0jRHA3O3JKxMqmC0NfKLpk4y9RHSYVK7mXi_EURLEGbA8gmO3TRLCVg7OWS-12Mas79fU8YUMlm1dNybCp_AoCkOioOGXzR7bwWldmtm1BJlclb8LxRcSFNrFRJJYXmEdVb45BBsf4nIwKTpyT3ZGEIA6LaaxX4JkI5AFPoOR_TVLa9YmotOEmcTf2yy6k4WeIOKrfdeE1ZlqsyLioIlWjLG5dbn13FWfqgGmFd6wkt1-zBQN-sZKWKKL9LVBab1ZXVLgb4iQYuHNwtgg37aZEVTyQhX4t7O72q4g0TUX7JcRzPCBwl9i3C9equTJWqOgTS6n3esoOMuJEmMQAtoh7v0Z8X4yZffsygw8BKKY8h_cBQBr6vpH43o7SNFJeJoJvEk6UAumHzPVE%3D%26c%3DLZsDjUkEqH6kROlRPafthXOr5n8dJz59UC8BwFztoAbJ5eIJm3hY9g%3D%3D%26ch%3DIeDQnarfDaOqFTWiTWDxUDnULJB03Rp6UE0H_GiCTlSBhb7cy-6mFQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Cecc3a41c1992432b9d5008ddb27addb1%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638862962953827908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=00njJxqd0HGoTY%2Bol4A628Dm0RNODJBqFVFYKorjTXA%3D&reserved=0
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
Smart Snack Attestation Statement, 
signed by your superintendent, 
should be obtained by July 1. This 
document should stay in your local 
files.

Each school’s initial Exempt 
Fundraising Report should be signed 
by local administrators and collected 
by July 1. 

https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/CNP_20240613_Exempt-Fundraiser-Attestation-and-School-Fundraiser-Forms_V1.0.pdf
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS

https://www.breakforaplate.com/free-and-reduced-price-forms-
for-school-year-2025-2026/ 

https://www.breakforaplate.com/free-and-reduced-price-forms-for-school-year-2025-2026/
https://www.breakforaplate.com/free-and-reduced-price-forms-for-school-year-2025-2026/
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS

Available for distribution after July 1.



MONTHLY MEMOS
CHAD LANGSTON
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MONTHLY MEMOS

ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 6/4/25)
• School Year 2025-2026 Free and Reduced-Price School Meals

USDA Memo (emailed to all directors on 6/11/25)
• USDA Memorandums: SP 14-2025 and SP 15-2025

USDA Memo (emailed to all directors on 6/17/25)
• Reminder for School Meal Programs: Updated Nutrition Standards - Implementation by July 1, 2025

ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 6/23/25)
• Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Tool and Guidance for SY 2025-2026

ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 6/24/25)
• Help Shape the Future of School Breakfast Programs

ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 6/27/25)
• Updated Coffee Guidance for Coffee in School Meals



TOP TOPICS
JUSTIN HOPE
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Top Topic
LINQ School Nutrition (Titan)

Administrative Reminders 
1. Direct Certification Import- Pause Prior to July 1

A. Utilities
B. Job Scheduler
C. Direct Certification Flat File

I. Click on the Pencil
II. Click on check mark beside active to 

inactivate  it.
III. Click Save

D. Wait until for ALSDE notification of 
Successful DC Data to restart. 
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Top Topic
Titan to LINQ School Nutrition Transition
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Top Topic
LINQ School Nutrition

SFTP Server Changes for DC Files 
1. Change URL 

• OLD
sftp.titank12.com:22
• NEW
sftp.schoolnutrition.linq.com

** This change must also be completed in the 
Remote Connection Manager in PowerSchool 
by your IT Department/ PowerSchool Admin.
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Account Manager Changes
 

Districts with > 4000 Students
Jessica Cline

803-784-4223
jcline@LINQ.com

Districts with < 4000 Students
Charles Simon
 813-575-2145

csimon@LINQ.com

Top Topic

NOTE: Scott Ulrich is no longer working with Alabama accounts.

mailto:SUlrich@LINQ.com


TOP TOPICS
SUZANNAH YODER
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Site Level Attendance Factor

1

2
34

5
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Site Level Attendance Factor

Highlight all the 
cells from that site.



TOP TOPICS
DEVIN WILLIAMSON
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FFVP Updates
• 148 schools will participate in SY 25-26 (↑11 

schools from SY 24-25) 
• FY 26 Award: $4,211,551 (↑$184,116 from SY 

24-25)
• Districts will be notified in July of award 

amount
• All applicants should anticipate receiving the 

grant
• In SY 25-26, recipients are expected to spend 

at least 90% of funds for renewal to the 
program
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Culinary Training Recap
Breakfast Recipes:

• Egg Bites
• Peach Sheet Pancake
• Roasted Peach Oatmeal
• Peachy Keen Green Smoothie

Lunch Recipes:
• Chicken Gumbo
• Sheet Pan Shawarma with Roasted Red 

Pepper Aoli
• Sweet & Smokey Beef Sliders
• Ground Beef Burrito Bowl

Spice Blends:
• Kickin’ Cajun
• Shawarma Spice
• Sweet & Smokey 
• Pie Spice
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Upcoming Culinary Trainings
Summer Culinary Training from the Chef Ann Foundation
8:30 AM-3:00 PM; 6 CEUs 

To register, email Devin at devin.williamson@alsde.edu 
Location & Parking Information

Seats Available

Date​ City/County​ Seats 
Remaining

July 8th​ Andalusia/Covington​ 5

July 9th Gulf Shores/Baldwin 1

July 10th​ University Charter/Sumter​ 1

July 24th​ Haleyville/Winston​ 3

July 25th​ Priceville/Morgan​ 3

Full Classes: WAITLIST available

Date​ City/County​

July 7th Greenville/Butler

July 12th Demopolis/Marengo

July 21st Salem/Lee County

July 22nd Pell City/St. Clair

July 23rd Restoration 
Academy/Jefferson

mailto:devin.Williamson@alsde.edu
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wPbGXCU8xz_gcfBUFyUPG89LhL0hhwBasL9wZzgSebY/edit?usp=sharing
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SFI Course Reminder
School Food Institute from the Chef Ann 
Foundation

• To date, only 13 participants 
have completed their course

• Courses are due by 
September 30th, 2025

• Make sure your staff do not 
skip "Course Introduction", 
it is crucial to know how to 
navigate the platform
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Updated Coffee Guidance
Further clarification has been received from the USDA; 
we have clarified in our guidance:

• Both caffeinated and decaffeinated coffee are not 
allowed in grades K-8 as part of a reimbursable meal 
or a la carte.

• Coffee flavored milk containing coffee and clearly 
labeled “flavored milk” on the product label are 
allowable for grades 9-12 but not for K-8.

Because it is labeled as a vanilla latte, it is not 
reimbursable and would need to meet Smart Snack 
standards for “other flavored and/or carbonated 
beverages” in the Smart Snacks Products Calculator.
This product does not meet smart snack guidelines. 

https://foodplanner.healthiergeneration.org/calculator/
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Updated Coffee Guidance

Further clarification has been 
received from the USDA; we have 
clarified in our guidance:

• Coffee flavored milk clearly 
labeled “flavored milk” that 
mimics the taste of coffee but 
contains no actual coffee is 
allowed for all grade levels. 



TOP TOPICS
RACHEL FOWLER
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TOP TOPICS:  Upcoming Changes
By SY27-28, schools must limit added sugars to less than 
10% of calories per week at breakfast and lunch.

Beginning in SY27-28, Decreasing Sodium Limits
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TOP TOPICS
Product Based Limits

VS.

Limits to Menus
This new regulation disallows 
specific foods regardless of 
the rest of the menu: 
RTE Cereal, Milk, Yogurt

Many foods high in sodium or 
calories due to added sugars are 
allowable as part of a compliant 
menu because they are offset with 
lower calorie/lower sodium items.

SY25-26
Breakfast Cereals:  no more than 6 grams of added sugars per dry ounce. 
Yogurt: no more than 12 grams of added sugars per 6 ounces
Flavored Milk:  no more that 10 grams of added sugar per 8 fluid ounces
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TOP TOPICS

Concentrated carbohydrates added to processed foods:
• Sugar
• Syrup
• X-ose ingredients like sucrose, fructose, dextrose
• Honey
• Concentrated fruit juice
• Maltodextrin

Very high ratio of calories/nutrients

 Added Sugar Limits:  New for SY 2025-2026
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TOP TOPICS
Flavored Milk (Max is 10grams/8oz.)

Product Fluid Ounces Added Sugar
• Shelf Stable Chocolate Milk WF 8 oz 11 grams
• Tru Moo Fat Free Chocolate 8 oz 7 grams
• Borden Fat Free Chocolate 8 oz 6 grams
• Tru Moo Fat Free Strawberry 8 oz 7 grams
• Prairie Farms Fat Free Strawberry 8 oz 14.9 grams

Brands vary!  Consider including sugar limits to your milk bid specifications.
Don't forget coffee-flavored milk/Moo-Brew now has added sugar limits (15 
grams/12 oz serving)



VOLUME 004 ·  ISSUE 010 ·  ALABAMA CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMTABLE TALK

TOP TOPICS
Yogurt(Max is 12grams/6oz OR 2grams/1oz.)

ITEM Serving Size Added Sugar
• Raspberry Cherry 4 oz 6 grams
• Strawberry Vanilla 4 oz 5 grams
• Strawberry (bulk) 2/3 cup = 5.76 oz 17 grams
• Vanilla (bulk) 2/3 cup = 5.76 oz 17 grams

• Strawberry go-gurt 2 oz 6 g =18 g per 
6oz/3g/ounce 

• Mixed Berry go-gurt 2 oz 3 grams
• Blueberry (bulk) 2/3 cup = 5.76 oz 16 grams
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TOP TOPICS

Ready to Eat Cereal
(Max is 6grams/1oz)
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TOP TOPICS: Grain Based Desserts

Food Buying Guide 
Exhibit A Grains Tool

https://foodbuyingguide.fns.usda.gov/Content/TablesFBG/Exhibit_A_Grain_Requirements_For_Child_Nutrition_Programs.pdf
https://foodbuyingguide.fns.usda.gov/Content/TablesFBG/Exhibit_A_Grain_Requirements_For_Child_Nutrition_Programs.pdf
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TOP TOPICS
Except for product based exceptions for cereal, milk and yogurt, grain-based 
desserts are allowed at lunch. (up to 2 oz. per week)

#3 Desserts: not allowed at breakfast or snack
#4 Desserts: allowed at breakfast but NOT snack
#5 Desserts:  allowed in all programs
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TOP TOPICS

#3 Desserts

• Limited to 2oz/week
• LUNCH Only

“Classic” Desserts
• Cake
• Cookies (including 

vanilla wafers
• Cobbler
• Pie
• Brownies
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TOP TOPICS

#4 Desserts

• Not allowed for 
snack or preschool 
meals, limited to 
2oz/week at lunch)

• Donuts
• Poptarts
• Cinnamon/Sweet Rolls
• Honeybuns
• Cereal/Granola Bars
• Breakfast Bars
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TOP TOPICS

#5 Desserts

• Allowed at snack
• Limited to 

2oz/week at lunch
• Graham Crackers
• Chocolate Grahams
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TOP TOPICS

Stay Tuned! • Afterschool Snack 
Allowable Grain list from 
SWP bids including menu 
ideas will be sent out via 
constant contact



TOP TOPICS
LORIA HUNTER
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Alabama SUN Bucks
457,219 Streamlined Cases

43,396 Applications Received (online 
and paper)

91.72% Eligible through Streamlined 
Cases

481 Cases that Opted Out

TABLE TALK
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Fraud Reduction Measure
Initial Benefit Issuance – Delayed
 Issued – June 6th 
 Available – June 8th

Call center received 25,000+ calls
Application Processing – benefits 
issued immediately

TABLE TALK
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Stolen Benefits – Cannot be replaced

TABLE TALK

Recommendation - Lock SUN Bucks Card – 
www.connectebt.com OR Connect EBT App
Use Benefits Immediately 
Benefits good for 122 DAYS

http://www.connectebt.com/
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OUTREACH
Outreach -No Kid Hungry
 Internet ads running in 12 areas
 Billboard Buys in High Population
 Centers - Mobile, Bham
 Montgomery, Huntsville
 Target CEP Schools w/Lower ISP
 

TABLE TALK
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OUTREACH

Non-CEP Schools

CEP Schools

School Staff

TABLE TALK
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OUTREACH

TABLE TALK

Alabama School Guide to SUN Bucks | No Kid Hungry Center for 
Best Practices

Robocall/text language, template emails, template newsletter 
blurbs

Alabama English and Spanish Social Media Content - SUN Bucks 
| No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices

Sample social media content and captions

https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/AlabamaSUNBucksSchoolOutreach?tab=overview#cep-schools:-messages-&-materials-2
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/AlabamaSUNBucksSchoolOutreach?tab=overview#cep-schools:-messages-&-materials-2
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/resource/alabama-english-and-spanish-social-media-content-sun-bucks
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/resource/alabama-english-and-spanish-social-media-content-sun-bucks
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TRAINING TIDBITS
SUZANNAH YODER



TRAINING TIDBITS
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EVENT DATE​ TRAINING​ LOCATION​ AREA​

ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW TRAINING August 12 – 13, 2025 AR Training Gordon Persons Building 

Auditorium Montgomery, AL

NEW DIRECTORS 
TRAINING August 18 – 22, 2025 New Directors

ALSDE Birmingham Office
1800 International Park Dr.,

Suite 400
Birmingham, Al 35243

Birmingham, AL

FALL 
CONFERENCE

November 11 – 14, 2025 Fall Conference The Grand Hotel Resort and 
Conference Center Point Clear, AL



Thank you specifically for:
• Buying in to our approach to be regionally accessible with our new staff.
• Working alongside us as we power through the transition with our application and claiming 

platforms.
• Asking tough questions that require extensive research to find answers.
• Being creative with how you meet the needs of your students.
• Your willingness to purchase and prepare fresh foods that support our Alabama farmers.
• Asking "Why?" or "How?" when we need to be clearer in our guidance.
• Embracing the new professionals in our group and mentoring them through their first year.
• Collectively providing over 83.3 million lunches and 46.0 million breakfasts to Alabama 

students this year! 

That's a wrap for School Year 2024-2025!
Your ALSDE school program staff is thankful for another 

great year of school foodservice in Alabama!





Alabama State Department of Education

Thank you for attending! 
Be sure to document your attendance by completing the survey. 
Scan the QR code

https://forms.office.com/r/Fjcmjr3Eu0 

https://forms.office.com/r/Fjcmjr3Eu0
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