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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
SUZANNAH YODER
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Taste the World: Your School Lunch Passport!

National School Lunch Week
October 13th — 17th

* Visit the Official NSLW25 Store
e Download Logos
* Resource Page

National School Lunch Week - School Nutrition Association

o
Od& https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
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School Nutrition Programs

August claims for

BREAK for a PLATE ﬁ

; (NP | Alabama Child Nutrition Programs ALABAMA b7
Appllcatlons | Claims ‘ Compliance ‘ Reports | Security | Search ;—a Programs | Year | Help ‘ Log Out rei m b u rse m e nt Wi I I be
completed in the new
(—&jt\:z% }\‘4(—&} Y
LINQ State System.
As the 2025-2026 school year begins, we hope everything is off to a great start for you and your team.
If you need any assistance at any time, please don't hesitate to reach out to us at cnpnslp@alsde.edu or 334-694-4657 https_//a ISde.Cn pus_co m/p rod/splash _aspx
LINQ Help Guide . o . .
Detailed instructions will be sent
> / via Constant Contact prior to the

end of the month.

Due to the State fiscal year closeout, the deadline for receipt of Child Nutrition Program claims to be
processed and paid during the month of September is Wednesday, September 3, 2025, at 3:00 PM. The
SDE Accounting will make every effort to process and pay error-free claims received by this deadline.
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https://alsde.cnpus.com/prod/Splash.aspx

We're excited to welcome
Ellen Watson
to the ALSDE CNP

School Programs Team!
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MONTHLY MEMOS
CHAD LANGSTON

VOLUME 005 - ISSUE 002 - ALABAMA CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM




ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 7/29/25)

* Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program

ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 7/29/25)

* Updated 2026 Pass-Thru Workbook — Please Discard Previous Version
USDA Memo (emailed to all directors on 7/29/25)

* Reimbursement Rates for School Year 2025-2026

ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/8/25)

* Correction Notice: Afterschool Snack Service Guidance Update

ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/8/25)

e Buy American Provision — Additional Resources Available
ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/11/25)
* Eligibility Letters— LINQ School Nutrition
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ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/12/25)

* Nominate Your School for the Final Round of Alabama’s Farm to School Culinary Challenge!
ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/13/25)

e SY 2025-2026 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program Required Webinar and Information

USDA Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/14/25)

* 2025-2026 Cash in Lieu Rates Now Available

ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/20/25)

e School Year 2025-2026 Verification Review

ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/21/25)

* Survey Update: Action Required to Receive Table Talk Certificate
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ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/21/25)

* Culinary Challenge Application Now Open: $7,000 Grant and Free Culinary Training

ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/21/25)

* Reminder: Enter the Alabama-Grown Breakfast Contest by October 24!

ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/22/25)

e Save the Date: 2nd Annual Alabama Supply Chain Coordination Symposium — January 30, 2026
ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/25/25)

e CNP CLAIM DEADLINE APPROACHING
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ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/26/25)

* Pre-K Survey
ALSDE Memo (emailed to all directors on 8/26/25)

 Reminder: Nominate Your School for Alabama’s Farm to School Culinary Challenge by August 28!
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TOP TOPICS

SUSANNE REEVES
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VERIFICATION

October 1:

SFA's who verify applications should complete sections 4 & 5 of the Verification Report in
the LINQ online application

* The Verification Report is located in the online application list.

October 31:
All SFAs
= RCClIs and Full District CEP SFAs

 Complete Section 1-3 of the Verification Report on the last operating day of
October

= SFAS Verifying Applications

 Complete Section 1-3 & Section 4 Column B on the last operating day of October

November 15: Verification Must Be Complete

November 18: Verification Report must be completed online
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TOP TOPICS
JUSTIN HOPE
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2L 0)US Registration Deadline: September 8th

%//// Y4 //////////

REGISTER EARLY! EQUIPMENT ACADEMY

ALABAMA

SCHOOL REGISTER NOW
L L LT IOR $100/PERSON

ASSOCIATION

e MULTITERIA
WILD CARDS SERVING LINE

' INTERIOR
. TILT SKILLETS * MARKET FORGE ELEMENTS
COMBI OVENS CONVECTION OVENS | ELECTRIC STEAMER SEATING

VULCAN
SICO SEATING
 RATIONAL * GARLAND CLEVELAND N SOLUTIONS

; o
* BLODGETT i stlorne RATIONAL  * DUKESERVINGLINE * Racie ' e

 VULCAN * SOUTHBEND CROWN THERMOKOOL ROBOT COUPE
P REa S s VULCAN WALK-IN
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17 SPRINGS
120 CHAMPIONS DRIVE
MILLBROOK, AL

€k 10eT
E:iid] 7-8

AL AB AN A
SCHOOL

NUTRITION
A SSOCIATION

Tuesday, October 7th

SOCIALSPONSORS

ACADEMY SOCIAL 6:00 PM-9:00 PM P AenE LR FXNER

. . . . . - CGA
Kickstarting Connections & Collaboration Under The Lights : mgfgfnmp
Wednesday, October 8th = m—
7:30 AM-8:00 AM Registration ¢ ALICE STIPE

. _Q. DDHSULTAHTS
8:00AM-8:10AM Welcc?me . PACE REPS
8:10AM-11:50AM Morning Rotations SINGER H&R

11:50AM-12:40PM  Lunch & Learn W  PoNSor
12:40PM-4:25PM Afternoon Rotations
4:25PM-4:30PM i

Closing Remarks

EQUIPMENT DEMOS

At the 2025 Equipment Academy. you will experience 20 pieces of equipment in
live demonstrations led by top manufacturers and equipment representatives.

What to Expect:

« Combi Oven Demonstrations (30 minutes each) - see how different models
handle Wild Mike’s Pizza and Gold Creek Chicken Bites.

- Convection Oven Demonstrations (20 minutes each) - compare performance
with a scratch-made whole grain muffin recipe.

« Tilt Skillet Demonstrations (20 minutes each) — test drive equipment using
Backyard Burgers.

« Wild Card Showcases (15 minutes each) — explore innovative solutions beyond
the cooking line, from serving lines and seating to food prep and storage.
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Hotel Reservations

Springhill Suites
Prattville/Millbrook
100 Hospitality Lane
Millbrook, Alabama 36054

17 SPRINGS
120 CHAMPIONS DRIVE
MILLBROOK, AL

(/:"‘\\‘DO_\ AL A B AN A.
A |OCT SCHOOL

NUTRITION
7-8 A SSOCIATION

SpringHill Suites Reservations

TownePlace Suites Reservations

Group Rate : $139/night TownePlace Suites
Millbrook/Prattville

BOOK BY SEP 18, 2025 i

Reservation Deadline

September 18, 2025 34 Hospitality Lane
Millbrook, Alabama 36054
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https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1754921490559&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1754926644591&key=GRP&app=resvlink

REQUIRED
Order Identifier

Failure to use the proper order
identifier could lead to orders being
erased or dropped by the distributor's
picking system

SWP / LINQ Purchasing

Riges bed Merchamts i)

bt {fic ] uanticy Uit Of Measune Cost Total

P01 56 ey, Lo oo (i Siarai 5 Ca 14,5600 p ¥R W)
Wi W W T

Agreementi#-Cost Center-Delivery Week - Add on Order #

MMDDYYYY Format

132-0050-06182025 - 2
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d TR
Updates O  ALSDESWP {3}
LINQ User Guide
. Purchasmg Reports
Requisition Report-General Ledger
Detail
« Requisition Report- General Ledger
Summary
« User Guide has been Updated for Setting
up General Ledger Detail Accounts
. LINQ
SCHOOL NUTRITION SUITE
ALSDE SWP LINQ User Guide |
Child Nutrition Programs @
Alabama State Department of Education  seeaxiocapar

ALABAMA SCHOOLS
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https://alsde.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SWP/Edbt6gORVXtEqIQb-XtZq5MBz97K2LXx5P7ZJXdvz-bqvw?e=JxFqo2

!‘ M| (el SFTP Server Address Change

cftne l lcftn £itanl,1D camr:D?)

] 9 ) 23 Yy Q) =fm) &) 9) S=m) &)

= 3

Direct Certification Files
District Staff Imports

.

sftp://sftp.schoolnutrition.ling.com:22
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TOP TOPICS

JULIE AUTREY
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Supplemental Funding for the School Breakfast Program:

Purpose of Funding:
1.

Provide funds to schools providing breakfast meals at no cost to all
students through CEP or Universal Breakfast.

The funding will be distributed to cover the offset between the Paid and
Free Reimbursement rate that prioritizes schools not receiving the full

GrATEOF ALABSMA N
ey DUCATION
AR DEPARTMENT OF E

pugust 11, 2025

7-28-25
um . —
FZ | MEMORANEUC e comy Supetnies
T0u gerwme and Charter sehool A . o2 s neton
H G Key > Baldwin, ¢; P
federal free reimbursement rate for breakfast meals served under these TEE ) ok Silennleon T rvemaoot [ Bl Gy ol
258: Supplementa < Fiscal” rewion Ciry Ucation 58131
. o RE: Act2025-268 ions for Alabama's FISCE 0000 ] Cheroken fom e of Education
programs. (The funds must be used for breakfast service expenses.) | et TS D GG da
30, i ra " lucatiy -
x| gm0 B GO o e o e -~
= ity tizes ! o ach & 7 -000( 0 8310
e arotod o 1 B2 rograms 1 20 g acees £ oy Bsif,;ifggﬁjg;gn
- - o ; =00 | Enterprien ror203rd of Educay s 2340
D f F . wml 67,933 6
isbursement of Funds and Coding: G R
d in th f being disb d -z B 152 0005050 Gt ey st
1. Funds are in the process of being disbursed. -
2.

)
Fund Coding for LEAs (Public & Charter Schools) must be recorded using: W = STRONG me&’:
o Revenue function code 2901-Other State Sources START
= (This is Alabama State Funds and not federal funding) 1=
. - | R e
Fund Source code 5101-National School Lunch Program ) e %
A second allocation will be distributed by March 2026 to include schools S8l School Breakfast %
newly participating in the CEP and those newly approved for Universal i 29 I
Breakfast for the 2026 school year.

m_ nCUmbia(:' B
Any remaining funds will be disbursed prior to the end of fiscal year

B
: \39.533 10
3 University Ghar 2rd Of Education L 181607
m — arter Sei 3 801,10
2 0 2 6 .

©)

Washington ¢, L] 8,
P Winfield B"”" Board of Egean 14270
B0 | Winston Cou 030 of Education s
\ p o
-
8,584 8p
S 36,705
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TOP TOPICS
SUZANNAH YODER
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https://forms.office.com/r/Zcw3Br3DyM

Preschool Student Survey

Types of Preschool Programs in which students are Board Enrolled:
e Office of School Readiness (OSR) First Class PreK Program
o Early Childhood program for students who are 4 years old.
o Sponsored by a grant awarded to the LEA from the DECE
* Local PreK Program
o Early childhood program for students who are 4 years old.
o Sponsored by the LEA
 HeadStart Programs
o Early childhood intervention program children 3-5 years old
o Federally funded

ALSDE needs help to identify any situations at our SFAs in which
preschool students are not showing up as "enrolled" in
PowerSchool to accurately capture and claim for reimbursement.
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Areal
Sheffield City Schools

Area 2

Albertville City Schools
Coosa Valley Youth Services
Cullman City Schools
Oneonta City Schools

Area 3

Alabama Aerospace and Aviation
Build-Up Community School
Freedom Preparatory Academy
Glenwood Mental Health Services
| Dream Big Academy
Independence Preparatory School

Area 4

Ivy Classical Academy
Lowndes County Schools
Marengo County Schools
Pelham City Schools

Area 5

Alabama Youth Sheriff's Ranches

Alexander City Schools
Coosa County Schools

Area 6
Butler County Schools

Pritchard Preparatory School

Area 7

Geneva City Schools
Houston County Schools
Ozark City Schools
Vivan B. Adams
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TOP TOPICS
DEVIN WILLIAMSON
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Application is out now!!!

Alabama State Department of Education
Child Nutrition Programs

The new cohort of 15 schools will begin on October 1%, Alabama’s Farm to School Culinary Challenge
2025. Application deadline extended to Thursday, Dear Chd Mt brsfssionl.

15 your schael ready to dive into cooking fram scratch but unsure whers to begin? Here's the perfact program for you!
th By participating in Alabama’s Farm to school culinary challenge, your school will have the chance to prepars and tast

Se pte m b e r 4 at 1 1 : 5 9 p [} m . Alabama-inspired recipes with students, zll while receiving expart guidance from the Chef Ann Foundation! You'll alsa
receive hands-om culinary training, both on-site and wirtuzlly, along with grant funding to support your efforts. The

racipas are designad to be simple and quick, tzking 30 minutas to 1 hour or l2ss to prepars. Read an for more details!

-

X

)

-
="

. . . . - iy - y - - -
* Cooking and taste testing 1-2 recipes each month with e e i e v e o o e e Gl S
schools are encouraged to apply. Schools should be sager to leam new 3 il Q
. d I Approximately 15 schools will be selected, so act fost!
re C I p e eve O p m e n t What's in stora for your school?

. .
?
W h at d Oe S It I n CI u d e . The Alabama State Department of Education (ALSDE) Child Nutrition Programs (CMP), in partnership with the Chef
Ann Foundation, is offering an exciting chance to bring fresh, Alasbama-grown ingredients into your school kitchens.
This opportunity is especially beneficial for schools with limited scratch
St u d e n ts cocking operstions and minimal use of Alabama-grown products, but all P;‘, -
culinary skills and incorporate these freshly developed recipas into their N '-.' {}' f., r !\
M M . . daily menus. Directors may nominats multiple schools within their district
* One on-site visit from the Chef Ann Foundation for OR=FE
FIR S
[ S 7 Ooo b f I I H d I 1. Recipe Development: ﬁ
7 S u -g ra nt O r s m a e q u I p m e nt a n t rave to +  Selected schools will test creative recipes developed by the Chef ann Foundation, fzaturing alabama

. . Harvest of the Month items. ¥ou will prepars 2nd serve dishas to students through engaging taste tests.
t ra I n I n S = Schools will tast approximately 1 or 2 recipes each month from October 2025-September 2026 (summer
g L] maonths are optional].

= Recipes will be designed for 50 or 100 servings and will highlight Alabama-grown items, USDA Foods, and
SWP itemns.

* One-day culinary training next summer (in Priceville, | oo e st ot s e ceomen s

+ Satisfactory recipes will be featured in & recipe book shared with districts across Alabama.
= Be part of something special! Participating schools will be acknowledged in the recips book.

Birmingham area, Elmore County, or Ozark City) 2 cumaryaineg R "o
* One professional standards course Tmmmmm——
* One coaching session for menu planning
* Hold an open house event for next school year
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What is the mission?

* To encourage staff to try new recipes and do taste
testings with students

* To help staff feel more confident with scratch cooking and
cooking with farm to school items

* Create arecipe book using the recipes that have been
tested and approved

After the summer culinary trainings:

“The Culinary Challenge Grant was a game-changer for our

* 95% felt confident to use a food processor program! Students and teachers raved about the fresh ingredients

e 94% felt confident to use a digital scale in our taste-testing recipes, and the grant allowed us to invest in

e 100% of participants are somewhat or very Iiker to essentlz‘-ml tools I‘|ke a robot coupe, |mm‘er5|on|blenderf ‘a‘nd som‘e
. . chef knives, which have elevated our kitchen's capabilities...This
|mplement Harvest of the Month in SY 25-26 grant truly transformed how we approach school nutrition, and

* 100% of participants are somewhat or very likely to make we hope to incorporate some of those delicious recipes into our
spice mixes from scratch in SY 25-26 ZC:OOI| menus.” — Shan Burkhardt, CNP Director, Andalusia City

chools
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Sample Recipe Concepts for SY 25-26 Cohort:

Creamy Sweet Breakfast Grits w/ Alabama Honey
Thai Peanut Chicken & Noodles
Watermelon Smoothie Bowl
Mashed Cauliflower
Eggplant Meatballs
Pulled Pork Sandwich with Alabama White Sauce

Stuffed Pepper Soup with Ground Beef

Persimmon Jam
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ALSDE Farm to School
Breakfast Contest

- a ,f"-"-.\ ’.-"'_“'-u_h‘
4 o, Se _.é.‘i".- - ~
q'-ﬂ o~ - /:_\
R _ —-~ §E B EE
EEDN m B

The Alabama State Department of Education is excited to launch a
contest celebrating scratch-made breakfast recipes that highlight
Alabama-grown ingredients in school meals!

ALSDE staff in all departments will select the top ten, and Alabama
child nutrition directors will vote on the top ten at our 2025 Fall
Conference. The school and district name of the submission will not be
revealed to voters (state staff or child nutrition directors). The winning
cafeteria will receive recognition of their team and breakfast tray.
Please make sure that the pictures that you submit do not disclose
your district and school.

M Tl :
DEAIE!

The deadline to submit the entry forms below is October 31st, 2025.

Farm to School Breakfast Contest - Google Forms

A k’l \h'

D s I (o

Submission requirements:

* Local item and local farm

* Recipe

* Photo of a close-up of the recipe

* A photo of the recipe on the tray as part of a
reimbursable meal

* A photo of the recipe in action (on the serving line, being
enjoyed by students, etc.)

NOTE: This may be a recipe from a website or training. %'t flis i |
It does not have to be an original recipe. D/Eﬁ!ﬁ(\ﬁ

The deadline to submit the entry
form is October 24th, 2025.

/’—.“\\\ % /’—--.-.'\
3}
Bt
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Wednesday, November 12, 2025

Procurement Reminders
Farmer Introduction

Culinary Demonstration from the Chef Ann
Foundation using products from AL farmers

Meet and Greet time with our amazing
Alabama farmers!
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Opportunity through the Chef Ann Foundation

Healthy School Food Pathway: Fellowship Program

A 13-month apprenticeship program for current school food
professionals in mid- to upper-level management positions

who are passionate about advancing scratch cooking in their HEALTHY
districts, as well as their careers in school food leadership. SCHOOL
Applications close September 10th, 2025 at 11:59 MT. FOOD PATHWAY

="

FELLOWSHIP

For more information or to apply, please visit:

Chef Ann Foundation | Fellowship
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https://www.chefannfoundation.org/what-we-do/healthy-school-food-pathway/fellowship/

State Competition January 23, 2026

State Competition Back-up January 30, 2026
Date for Inclement
Weather

SERO Competition April 23r4-24th 2026

Both Alabama and SERO competitions will take place
at Jefferson State Community College, Shelby-Hoover Campus.
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Small Bites Adventure Club is giving PreK-2nd grade
teachers FREE digital resources to teach students
how to make Rainbow Wraps with Peppers this
October!

m
Hhall

ADVENTURE CLUB

All teachers who register will receive FREE digital
resources:

eStart-to-finish PDF instructions

eHow-to video with Chef Asata

eFamily engagement activities g N ;

ePrintables and extension activities LETS MAKE ...

eChance to win a Vitamin blender Rnl Bow an s
this October!

ioN- th
Slgn up by September 25 ! 2025 sign up for FREE resources this fall at
smallbites.clubfrainbow
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsmallbites.club%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdevin.williamson%40ALSDE.edu%7Ca30d7751fbbd400b9f0508dde41550df%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638917502420675096%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7kckYXOB5SXyVkN%2FQhTIBK3ywtrM1Bz2X8gqgyseMVI%3D&reserved=0

TRAINING TIDBITS
SUZANNAH YODER
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€= TRAINING TIDBITS

The Grand Hotel Resort and

November 11 — 14, 2025 Fall Conference
Conference Center

Point Clear, AL
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT
DEVIN WILLIAMSON
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Sponsor Spotlight %, 4 of Sites: 3

Tanya Hill # of Employees: 14
Culf sShores City Schools # of Years in Child Nutrition: 10

Favorite Part of the Job: Getting to work with our students in our kitchens

Least Favorite Part: Making adjustments when a truck delivery is missing food items

Most Craziest and Meaningful Thing: Our middle school kids came to me last year and had
a desire to work in our kitchens and help my staff daily. So, the principal and | put a plan
together for them to work and be a part of helping put nutritious and health food on the
table for their peers and teachers. We had about 20 kids work for us last year and this
year we already have 15 kids a week come in and help us and my staff gets to teach them
valuable skills in the kitchen. The students do anything from washing fruit, to making
salads, and everything in between. They are able to help all of our campuses daily.

Farm to School Recipes: squash casserole, cauliflower mac n cheese, roasted eggplant,
parmesan zucchini, and heirloom grits from Bayou Cora Farms

Q‘t'ﬁgr Highlights: Involving students in the Culinary Challenge
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Thank you for attending!
Be sure to document your attendance by completing the survey.
Scan the QR code

https://forms.office.com/r/el4ZGksCDu?
origin=lprLink

Alabama State Department of Education


https://forms.office.com/r/eJ4ZGksCDu?origin=lprLink
https://forms.office.com/r/eJ4ZGksCDu?origin=lprLink




Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (gUSDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is
prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of
communication to obtain program information ée. g., Braille, large print, audlota};e, American Sign Lan%uage), should contact the responsible state or
local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which
can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by
writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the =~
alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretarsy for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil
rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

éA%ailz U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washngton, D.C. 20250-
; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email; Program.Intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:Program.Intake@usda.gov
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