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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
ROBBIE SCOTT
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MONTHLY MEMOS
JULIE AUTREY

VOLUME 005 - ISSUE 004 - ALABAMA CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM




ALSDE Memos emailed to all directors through Constant Contact:

9/9/25: updating the State (LINQ) Application and LINQ POS system

9/25/25: Table Talk Volume 005 Issue 003

9/30/25: ALSDE Rule Proposal: CNP Director Hiring Standards Alignment with USDA
9/30/25: You're Invited: Wellness Summit for School Nutrition Professionals
9/30/25: Potential Impacts of Federal Government Shutdown on Child Nutrition Programs
10/2/25: Farm to School Quarterly Newsletter - October '25

10/3/25: FFVP Reminder

10/6/25: Alabama Child Nutrition Top Gun Presentation Nomination

10/8/25: Private Schools Identified Student Percentage Data Collection for SY25-26
10/9/25: Military Veteran Directors

10/9/25: Updated Financial Management Handbook

10/16/25: Fall Conference Registration Closes Friday

10/27/25: Planning Ahead During Uncertain Times

10/28/25: Reminder: Scratch-Made Breakfast Contest — Entries Due October 31
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TOP TOPICS

SUSANNE REEVES

VOLUME 005 - ISSUE 004 - ALABAMA CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM




VERIFICATION

SFAs who verify applications
October 1 should complete sections 4 & 5 of the Verification Report in the LINQ online application.
NOTE: The Verification Report is located in the online application list.

All SFAs
RCCIs and Full District CEP SFAs
complete Section 1-3 of the Verification Report on the last operating day of October
SFAs Verifying Applications
complete Section 1-3 & Section 4 Column B on the last operating day of October

v
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October 31

November 15 | Verification Must Be Complete

November 18 | Verification Report must be completed online




Share Table Resource

Z} Regulations permitting share tables & donations
Z} Food Safety Requirements with sample SOP
Supervision & Record Keeping Requirements

Z} Chart of items that can be shared

N

=

Items that can be shared
and re-served

Items that can be shared but must
be discarded at the end of service

Items that cannot be shared

-Pre-packaged items (e.g., crackers,
cereal, granola bars, chips, canned
fruit cups)

Whole fruits with inedible or
wrapped edible peels (e.g.,
bananas, oranges, wrapped apples)

Shelf-stable beverages (e.g., aseptic
juice/milk boxes, bottled water)

TCS foods (e.g., string cheese, sliced
apples, baby carrots, yogurt, deli
meat)

TCS beverages (e.g., milk cartons,
refrigerated juices)

Opened items (e.g., opened milk,
bananas, carrots)

Resealable or unsealed containers
(e.g., zip-top bags, soufflé cups,
clamshell salads)

Unpackaged TCS foods (e.g., pizza
slices, hot vegetables) without
proper temperature/time control
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Devin Williamson
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Culinary Challenge Cohort #1: Open House Events
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Culinary Challenge Cohort #2: October Recipe Results

\)\
LOCALLY GROWN

, Gl :
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A\ PUMPKIN
Fatch __ Recipe: Butternut Squash Dirty Rice

Student Satisfaction: 79%
Number of Schools Tested: 1

Student: "This is the essence of fall"

VOLUME 005 - ISSUE 004 - ALABAMA CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM



Culinary Challenge Cohort #2: October Recipe Results

Covinglon (Counly Schools

Cajun Sweet Potatoes with Aioli

Student Satisfaction: 54%
Number of Schools Tested: 1

Covington

COUNTY/{SCHOOLS
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Culinary Challenge Cohort #2: October Recipe Results

Recipe: Chile Lime Cantaloupe

Student Satisfaction: 85% and 67%
Number of Schools Tested: 2

Photo Credit: Holy Family School Huntsville
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Culinary Challenge Cohort #2: October Recipe Results

Recipe: Apple Pecan Crisp

Student Satisfaction: 82%, 39%, 83%, 85%, and 95%
Number of Schools Tested: 5




Culinary Challenge Cohort #2: October Recipe Results

Recipe: Pulled Pork Sandwich w/ Alabama White Sauce

Student Satisfaction: 100%
Number of Schools Tested: 1
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Patrick Leahy Farm to School FY 26 Grant

. . The objective of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 Farm to School Grant is
Appllcatlons are out now! to improve access to local foods in eligible CNP sites through
comprehensive farm to CNP programming that includes local
sourcing and agricultural education efforts.

Application Due Date: December 5, 2025

Antidpated Award Date: June 2026 This application differs significantly in several important ways
Start and End Date of Award: July 2026-June 2028 from past Farm to School Grant Program solicitations.

The USDA Farm to School Team will host office hours to provide
applicants with an opportunity to ask questions about the grant

*Districts will need to apply directly
with the USDA for this grant.*

program.
Minimum grant awa rd' S].OO 000 Sessions will be held from 2:00-3:00 PM Eastern Time on:
° V4
Maximum grant award: $500,000 - October 8, 2025 (Click Here to Join)
- October 21, 2025 (Click Here to Join)
- November 5, 2025 (Click Here to Join)
Patrick Leax - November 18, 2025 (Click Here to Join)
E&EM tOSCHOOL - December 2, 2025 (Click Here to Join)
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foodr8xabb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001SDIA5cdqKfWoVASzc2RAMvfKjnIPw_V9p3EgnhZtC-ZajAKvX_4SDiVxWd2DHAtmcTCArfPdiBXCFe7Kh_iJ8Z67F_xr9Pf7P2cIXAPN4fo7CzEkObDLmHvoTeLBvzJ4E1lPbexx-d-wVZkl6bq6Af5kRNcifvY1jhmy8MzOpcCcxre4501vu2HCIQiP1mVWU9jpc9J6L3-9uqxNN37qIpbeBoH4Lkq4-6nhAtmUyiGIQfoAka3kQWRgaWVp2whZ2ev3I7dQdiAeQJjE0QrT3gr2Xe-f7kk1zal0ISS08ZDNJK1G6OQERm0eOTBvzpB_6_1aFZ6mIR0FbYxK0kns6dTFf6RqneBqTbcXUhE6qhgqJ_mOSBLTNvAzD96i2ZyvRbxxMviPqmNgl1MimQ4xzDnpJlm6yUKpWpj_Um4mUmHJjC8gBmfpjuc8U7YartLBw3UtnadtrKgsiL0CvMPGXa4F8loFOmITWJ4HrK6sy3cuyihWI06AlwAuSzfhW6mN0tw0bXOjVdzt4Z1FNJ6efyelFI2HINITLCHdXIgl_ENNomwGZbzrCdiQxgSA0goprECwfStBhYlfU6MpFbD7nvZKTwpjXUjoNyWcRAX5b8IXMK_cQDtGcwWJBU9tyHpCVnIZIB5X74RjFaswOm1R_528SKXwTc_cLFSNlAVMtNXBPr5KFtTqtfrO9LsoDVF1X4BsZ-GcfafoAtWNkF4S_6dCROKZQ4o0sFsCTnOd57x2KodpqrIywILa1Ei03d1Hz208EC1ysR1ItB2TaDXM4U3bhhdSu1blZRt9yOgkwQ2kQSMz-ychT5vqKWsrfu4AqPvHdwTmzfCj1cWw0FhSKIm8s-XMgT1h3iP40E9_jYk8TfIzRApYK22Z3uOMYkjZDkuC0XwdraOBrtMQRUDHhjH30jgrTfxem5xgCh9hXDk1oTh64s09qYYlo7OsPcVGSuBXnQoxlJ5dMqtYJ3ttfpvEkuhbE0NA5hg6HQYZuO8ws8X20fV3wGPaCrBmfObZ_YT3SPwLaXCZ-QFNeFFA4WFsOI_2uLKX2uUQmqKc9xklBG5C66FnVDHT1Fs7BGk3MvY7HwDmAEM%3D%26c%3DqhcUSSRNZsriWNf0S2Gv9Cgga4hUMd1ZAJpI2oO66W9hJdvDN-CKuA%3D%3D%26ch%3DkQKxo92MYLryLQ6N0nuXLVPhtMHn_8e43qTzG-se4jVDEFGpnqAXgQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cdevin.williamson%40alsde.edu%7C684528d757e8461279d708ddf482db07%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638935565045857549%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f8SmXvHs1CJ4TnBq3z1nefRquFZy0kLOBSLRdZugY44%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foodr8xabb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001SDIA5cdqKfWoVASzc2RAMvfKjnIPw_V9p3EgnhZtC-ZajAKvX_4SDiVxWd2DHAtmcTCArfPdiBXCFe7Kh_iJ8Z67F_xr9Pf7P2cIXAPN4fo7CzEkObDLmHvoTeLBvzJ4E1lPbexx-d-wVZkl6bq6Af5kRNcifvY1jhmy8MzOpcCcxre4501vu2HCIQiP1mVWU9jpc9J6L3-9uqxNN37qIpbeBoH4Lkq4-6nhAtmUyiGIQfoAka3kQWRgaWVp2whZ2ev3I7dQdiAeQJjE0QrT3gr2Xe-f7kk1zal0ISS08ZDNJK1G6OQERm0eOTBvzpB_6_1aFZ6mIR0FbYxK0kns6dTFf6RqneBqTbcXUhE6qhgqJ_mOSBLTNvAzD96i2ZyvRbxxMviPqmNgl1MimQ4xzDnpJlm6yUKpWpj_Um4mUmHJjC8gBmfpjuc8U7YartLBw3UtnadtrKgsiL0CvMPGXa4F8loFOmITWJ4HrK6sy3cuyihWI06AlwAuSzfhW6mN0tw0bXOjVdzt4Z1FNJ6efyelFI2HINITLCHdXIgl_ENNomwGZbzrCdiQxgSA0goprECwfStBhYlfU6MpFbD7nvZKTwpjXUjoNyWcRAX5b8IXMK_cQDtGcwWJBU9tyHpCVnIZIB5X74RjFaswOm1R_528SKXwTc_cLFSNlAVMtNXBPr5KFtTqtfrO9LsoDVF1X4BsZ-GcfafoAtWNkF4S_6dCROKZQ4o0sFsCTnOd57x2KodpqrIywILa1Ei03d1Hz208EC1ysR1ItB2TaDXM4U3bhhdSu1blZRt9yOgkwQ2kQSMz-ychT5vqKWsrfu4AqPvHdwTmzfCj1cWw0FhSKIm8s-XMgT1h3iP40E9_jYk8TfIzRApYK22Z3uOMYkjZDkuC0XwdraOBrtMQRUDHhjH30jgrTfxem5xgCh9hXDk1oTh64s09qYYlo7OsPcVGSuBXnQoxlJ5dMqtYJ3ttfpvEkuhbE0NA5hg6HQYZuO8ws8X20fV3wGPaCrBmfObZ_YT3SPwLaXCZ-QFNeFFA4WFsOI_2uLKX2uUQmqKc9xklBG5C66FnVDHT1Fs7BGk3MvY7HwDmAEM%3D%26c%3DqhcUSSRNZsriWNf0S2Gv9Cgga4hUMd1ZAJpI2oO66W9hJdvDN-CKuA%3D%3D%26ch%3DkQKxo92MYLryLQ6N0nuXLVPhtMHn_8e43qTzG-se4jVDEFGpnqAXgQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cdevin.williamson%40alsde.edu%7C684528d757e8461279d708ddf482db07%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638935565045857549%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f8SmXvHs1CJ4TnBq3z1nefRquFZy0kLOBSLRdZugY44%3D&reserved=0

Patrick Leahy Farm to School FY 26 Grant

Unique Aspects of the Grant:

 Large Equipment is an allowable expense! For
example: walk-in freezers, coolers, processing
equipment, hoop houses, salad bars, ovens.

e Requires cost matching from a non-federal source

e Must be a part of a Partnership to apply

Partnership:

A partnership is a group of three or more entities,
including a coordinating entity, that will participate
in F2S Grant Projects.

VOLUME 005 -

Partnership Ideas

-State Agencies:
ALSDE
* Procurement & Regulations
 Equipment Approval Process
ADAI
* Connection to Local Farmers
-Child Nutrition Programs Operators
(NSLP, CACFP, or SFSP)

-Local Agencies

-Agricultural Producers

-Groups of Agricultural Producers
-Non-profits
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F2S Breakfast Tray Contest

ALSDE Farm to School Apply here! Dot Miss The

Breakfast Contest Due TOMORROW, October 31st, 2025 @EQVUNE I
B o BT =
. Submission requirements: —

. _ =
The Alabama State Department of Education is excited to launch a ° LO Ca I |te m an d Ioca I fa rm

contest celebrating scratch-made breakfast recipes that highlight ° R e Cl e
Alabama-grown ingredients in school meals! p

ALSDE staff in all departments will select the top ten, and Alabama d PhOtO Of d C|OS€-Up Of the reC|pe
child nutrition directors will vote on the top ten at our 2025 Fall .
hon red e on e P Ten o « A photo of the recipe on the tray as part of a

‘u

o

Conference. The school and district name of the submission will not be

revealed to voters (state staff or child nutrition directors). The winning re | m b ursa b I e mea I
cafeteria will receive recognition of their team and breakfast tray.
Please make sure that the pictures that you submit do not disclose L4 A photo Of the reC|pe |n act|0n (On the se rV|ng

your district and school. |In6, belng enjoyed by StUdents, etC.)

Pat Mas Te
T TNE |

The deadline to submit the entry forms below is October 31st, 2025.

o ,’_‘-\\ &b ”—--.‘\
Farm to School Breakfast Contest - Google Forms \° ‘99)/“, Sm L= ~
= io
e _ -~

[}

\

. { bl H i
s oy m PN M NOTE: This may be a recipe from a website or training.

It does not have to be an original recipe.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKM9ktNtjnE78NmcyG-xq1ZVMsgj8oTPNKckD4Bm5x4oU67w/viewform?usp=header

Junior Chef Competition Dates

Af)p&mﬁoumoww/

State Competition January 23, 2026

State Competition Back-up January 30, 2026
Date for Inclement

For an application, email

cnpnslp@alsde.edu and copy TSy
devin.williamson@alsde.edu. SERO Competition April 2379-24t™, 2026
This year only, we are offering a $750 travel Both Alabama and SERO competitions will take place
reimbursement for the top 7 teams at Jefferson State Community College,
to attend our state competition. Shelby-Hoover Campus.
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FFVP Standouts
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TRAINING TIDBITS

Robbie Scott
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TRAINING TIDBITS

EVENT DATE LOCATION AREA

FALL
November 11 — 14, 2025 The Grand Hotel Resort Point Clear, AL
and Conference Center

ru ‘\"- 2y '_,_.-' P . ' a -3 I t J

Nk i R iR B Sy .0 &&;
T : . R & : oo M k . .

o : - 3 ig

- -! L‘ ,‘-‘-'.‘ 4 L

: “Rile s g k o } "jﬂ - .
The Grand Hotel Golf Re;!t Em, an Autograph Collection welcomes
ALISDE ONP 20258" & e "x
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2025 CNP Directors’ Fall Conference

2025 CNP Directors’ Fall Conference Event

Yapp
Ueterans Day

Dairy Alliance Virtual Tour and Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries
Tuesday, November 11, 2025 @ 2:00

The Grand Hotel
Conference Center

Grand Ballroom North

3:00 Milk and Cookie Break @
THE DAIRY
ALLIANCE
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Procurement Reminders
Farmer Introduction

Culinary Demonstration from the Chef Ann
Foundation using products from AL farmers

Meet and Greet time with our amazing
Alabama farmers!
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2025 CNP Directors’ Fall Conference

New This Year! @MV% ﬁ

Wednesday, November 12, 2025
12:00 — 12:45
Azalea Ballroom

NOTE: This will run simultaneously with conference registration.
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2025 Fall Conference SPECIAL EVENTS

o at

Red, Bites, and Blue **
< Social Event sponsored by PMR N
PRIVATE EVENT for Directors, Attendees from Ejf
SFAs and SA Staff only.

,\ Stars and Stripes Social | |
I Social Hour sponsored by PR
Industry Partners
Thursday, November 13th

2 Wednesday, November 12th 22T >:00 - 7:00 NS
V 4:30 — 6:00 “’ South Ballroom Patio
’j\:( ' , ﬂ?,‘ ,ﬁtz Apps/Beverages/Entertainment and MORE *,,
*x Place: Buckey’s Lounge ) & { »*
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2025 CNP Directors’ Fall Conference

Uniled for ﬂmw- 7'—“’*&"7 ‘{}W ﬁwu&,

' 3“//
BI.U t\’*

THURSDAY, November 13th

Red, white and blue and patriotic spirit day!

Show your spirit and join us for a spirited Red, White, and Blue Dress-up Day as part of our conference celebration!
Let’s bring the energy, color and creativity together.

Think stars, stripes, and classic Americana touches. Costumes and accessories encouraged — ties, scarves, jewelry, socks, etc.




2025 CNP Directors’ Fall Conference

T

STARS, STRIPES, and CONFERENCE SHIRTS!

‘ﬁ? FRIDAY, November 14th
It’s Conference Shirt Day!

Wear your conference shirt to show your connection, commitment and community!
Let’s make the last day of conference shine with unity and spirit!

% 2

' ﬁfZ Together we stand United for Nutrition — ONE TEAM, ONE PURPOSE: Fueling Young Minds!

T* .

%k:& = ——-§‘§'¥: #ﬂ
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT
LORI FERGUSON
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Sponsor Spotlight:,* x y of e 16

# of Employees: 82
Mary Beth Henry-Morgan County Schools # of Years in Child Nutrition: 15+

Favorite Part of the Job: has to be the people | work with. | have 82 fantastic cafeteria workers that
work tirelessly at their job. They are the heartbeat of the Child Nutrition Program. They are dedicated,
cheerful, and welcoming every day! They take pride in maintaining a cafeteria that is both inviting and
appealing. The kitchens run like clockwork, thanks to their experience and teamwork.

Least Favorite Part: is the paperwork. | find myself bogged down creating menus, documenting
verification, ordering commodities, processing claims for meals, following up on work orders, bidding out
products, and on and on. It seems never ending. This keeps me from visiting my schools. | think, my
presence in the cafeteria is of upmost importance.

Most Interesting Thing: | have done is participate in National School Lunch Week October 14-17, 2025.
| decided to put a “French Twist” on our lunches and menued some French food. | brought the subject up
in August and my staff has gone wild! Every worker is wearing a beret and greeting the students with
“Boujour!” We’ve had French toast, Egg/Cheese Souffle, Beignets, Croissants, French Bread pizza, French
salad dressing, Chocolate Mousse, Macaron cookies, and Creme Brulle! Several teachers have gotten
involved and shared information about France with their students.

Best advice for new CNP Directors: My advice to the new CNP Directors is to be patient. The
beginning of the school year is a bit hectic. Supplies run short, schedules change, and we have tough days.
But you need to stay calm, focused, and committed. You will find strength in reaching out to other CNP
Directors for help. It will show you’re committed to doing the job well. During the second semester, things
slow down and you will feel like you have finally caught up. Patighé/é is a quiet strength that will keep you
moving forward! vV

AN
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Q&A

Andrew Clark 10/30/2025 1:30 PM e | have two questions regarding multi-school system group buying organizations:

1) When initiating or renewing a bid on behalf of a multi-school system group purchasing organization; do the non-bidding agent schools
have to wait to send their request for approval of the bid/renewal to their own Board(s) of Education until the bidding agent’s Board has
approved it?

a. Example, do |, as the bidding agent, need to have my board approve the Bid before the county board can approve it?

2) When a bidding agent’s system does not renew a multi-school system GPO bid can the other systems continue to use the original bid

(assuming their Board approves the renewal) or is the entire bid considered null (meaning everyone who was on that bid will now have
to bid out)?

Answer: It depends on the individual boards requirements and how the contract is structured. If the contract is structured to allow the
individual schools to renew the contract and the vendor agrees then that should be allowable.
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Thank you for attending!
Be sure to document your attendance by completing the survey.
Scan the QR code

Alabama State Department of Education


https://forms.office.com/r/tYTUdYmth0?origin=lprLink




Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (gUSDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is
prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of
communication to obtain program information ée. g., Braille, large print, audlota};e, American Sign Lan%uage), should contact the responsible state or
local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which
can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by
writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the =~
alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretarsy for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil
rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

éA%ailz U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washngton, D.C. 20250-
; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email; Program.Intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:Program.Intake@usda.gov
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