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Webex Recording

Click here to access the Webex recording.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falsde.webex.com%2Falsde%2Fldr.php%3FRCID%3Dcd0457912cf05010433e5249f64044b6&data=05%7C02%7Casia.fallen%40alsde.edu%7C29c72af3f12a44b4368108dea62669bb%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639130881127345515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MKNe5hC0XZPxfWdKRlvwVsqx0FeLOIIBkmNKUlb5E0w%3D&reserved=0
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 Director's Breakfast 
and Lunch Costs

 Area Meetings
 Health Inspections
 Buy American 

Accommodation
 PLE Exemption
 CEP Data in AIM

Reviews and 
Reminders

• ALSDE
• USDA

Monthly 
Memos

• Common Compliance 
Concern: Triennial 
Assessments

• School Breakfast Grant, 
Third Allocation

• LINQ Application SY26-27
• FFVP Applications
• Scratch Cooking Workshop
• Summer Culinary Trainings
• New Culinary Cohort
• Southeast Regional Junior 

Chef
• Farm to School
• SNA Congressional Hearing

Top Topics

• Area Meetings
• New Managers
• Administrative 

Review
• New Directors
• Fall Conference

Training Tidbits

 Instead of a 
Sponsor, we've 
selected a well-
deserving state 
staff member!

Sponsor 
Spotlight



REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
SUZANNAH YODER
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS

Go eat lunch!
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Area Meetings
We have 149 participants 

registered to attend!

REGISTER HERE: Area Meetings & 
Annual Agreement Trainings

Time Topic
8:30-9:00 Arrival, Registration, Tech 

Connections, and Welcome

9:00-10:00 Common Compliance Concerns from 
2025-2026 

10:00-10:45 Navigating What’s Next: Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans and USDA 
Priorities

10:45-11:00 Break

11:00-12:00 School Year 2026-2027 LINQ Annual 
Agreement Tips and Q&A

12:00-1:00 Lunch (optional working lunch to 
continue work on annual agreement) 

1:00-2:15 General Program Guidance & Spring 
Conference Follow-Up

2:15-2:30 Closing Remarks and Evaluations

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/kTsUQgJPKe
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/kTsUQgJPKe


REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
SUSANNE REEVES
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
Time to submit SY 2025-2026 Health Inspection information!

• Information emailed to all sponsors 3/25/26
• All sponsors must have at least two inspections per year.  If you do not have 

at least two, you need to show documentation that health inspections were 
requested to your local health department



Buy American

• If the 10% threshold will not be 
met, sponsors must request a 
temporary accommodation 

• This accommodation should be 
used while making efforts to meet 
the 10% requirement

• Fields are fillable

• Link to this document is in Break 
for a Plate under Buy American 
resources.  We’ll re-email as well.

Temporary Accommodation
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS

PLE Exemption Form SY2026-
2027 and Attestation of Positive 
Operating Balance 6/30/2025

Email sent on Thursday, April 16, 2026

For SY 2026-2027, SFAs with a positive or zero balance 
in the nonprofit school food service account as of 
June 30, 2025, are exempt from PLE pricing 
requirements.

For SFAs that do not qualify for this exemption, more 
information will be forthcoming when the updated 
PLE Tool is received by USDA

PLE EXEMPTIONS DUE 6/30/26

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fr%2FkfhKhmNmfS%3Forigin%3DlprLink&data=05%7C02%7Csusanne.reeves%40alsde.edu%7Ce24930df6e1c4ef8087408de9bd9083f%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639119553942154994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UFjEpE86QtXH%2FplwmDXEi0zH8nxmztpxD9sRT7z6ilA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fr%2FkfhKhmNmfS%3Forigin%3DlprLink&data=05%7C02%7Csusanne.reeves%40alsde.edu%7Ce24930df6e1c4ef8087408de9bd9083f%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639119553942154994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UFjEpE86QtXH%2FplwmDXEi0zH8nxmztpxD9sRT7z6ilA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fr%2FkfhKhmNmfS%3Forigin%3DlprLink&data=05%7C02%7Csusanne.reeves%40alsde.edu%7Ce24930df6e1c4ef8087408de9bd9083f%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639119553942154994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UFjEpE86QtXH%2FplwmDXEi0zH8nxmztpxD9sRT7z6ilA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fr%2FkfhKhmNmfS%3Forigin%3DlprLink&data=05%7C02%7Csusanne.reeves%40alsde.edu%7Ce24930df6e1c4ef8087408de9bd9083f%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639119553942154994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UFjEpE86QtXH%2FplwmDXEi0zH8nxmztpxD9sRT7z6ilA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fr%2FkfhKhmNmfS%3Forigin%3DlprLink&data=05%7C02%7Csusanne.reeves%40alsde.edu%7Ce24930df6e1c4ef8087408de9bd9083f%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639119553942154994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UFjEpE86QtXH%2FplwmDXEi0zH8nxmztpxD9sRT7z6ilA%3D&reserved=0
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
DC information in AIM

VERY IMPORTANT – Review this information monthly to ensure students have the 
correct lunch status before the April 1st data pull



MONTHLY MEMOS
CHAD LANGSTON
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MONTHLY MEMOS
• Upcoming 2025-2026 SFA Survey Participation - 3/26/26

• USDA-FNS-SFASurvey@qemailserver.com
• SNA Micro-Volunteering Opportunity: Review ANC26 Scholarship 

Applications – 3/27/26
• Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Grant Application for SY 2026-2027 – 

4/1/26
• Hotel Information: Alabama Farm to School and Scratch Cooking 

Workshop – 4/2/26
• Your Opinion Matters! ALSDE Recipe Development Survey – 4/8/26
• Join Us for ALSDE's Summer Culinary Trainings! – 4/9/26
• Announcement: 2026 Spring Area Meetings & Annual Agreement 

Trainings – 4/13/26

mailto:USDA-FNS-SFASurvey@qemailserver.com
mailto:USDA-FNS-SFASurvey@qemailserver.com
mailto:USDA-FNS-SFASurvey@qemailserver.com
mailto:USDA-FNS-SFASurvey@qemailserver.com
mailto:USDA-FNS-SFASurvey@qemailserver.com
mailto:USDA-FNS-SFASurvey@qemailserver.com
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MONTHLY MEMOS
• Alabama Farm to School and Scratch Cooking Workshop – Important 

Details for May 7–8 – 4/14/26
• ALSDE Culinary Challenge Application Now Open! – 4/14/26
• SY 2026-2027 Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Eligibility 

Notification – 4/15/26
• SP 06-2026 and Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Exemption Form SY 2026-

2027 – 4/16/26
• New Culinary Intensive Opportunity for School Districts – 4/16/26
• Reminder: Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Grant Application for SY 2026-

2027 – 4/28/26
• Reminder: ALSDE Culinary Challenge Application Now Open! – 

4/28/26
• Reminder: Join Us for ALSDE's Summer Culinary Trainings! – 4/29/26



TOP TOPICS
RACHEL FOWLER 
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COMMON COMPLIANCE CONCERNS

Wellness Policy Requirements
An SFA must provide:
1. A copy of the current local school wellness policy 
2. Documentation demonstrating the local school wellness policy has been made available to the public 
3. Documentation of efforts to review and update the local school wellness policy, including an indication of who is  

involved in the update and of methods the SFA uses to make stakeholders aware of their ability to participate
4. A copy of the most recent triennial assessment on the implementation of the local school wellness policy

The Triennial Assessment must include the following THREE pieces of information: 
o The extent to which the local school wellness policy compares to a model Local School Wellness Policy (ex: WellSAT)
o The progress the district has made toward attaining the goals of the local school wellness policy
o The extent to which schools are in compliance with the local school wellness policy  

ALSDE sample Triennial Assessment which includes all three required areas of assessment.

7 CFR 210.31(e)(2)

Triennial Assessments should be 
completed by the end of every third 
program year (June 30th).

https://www.wellsat.org/
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Local-Wellness-Policy-Triennial-Assessment-Report-Template.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/part-210/section-210.31#p-210.31(e)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/part-210/section-210.31#p-210.31(e)(2)
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School Breakfast Grant
Congratulations to the SFAs awarded funding through the 
third allocation of the Alabama School Breakfast Grant. 

In the 3rd Allocation:
• 14 SFAs received a combined total of over $2.3 million
• 3 SFAs will start Universal Free Breakfast as of May 1, 2026
• 2 additional SFAs will provide Universal Free Breakfast for 

SY26-27

Thank you for your efforts to continue to strengthen 
access to school breakfast and support 

student success across Alabama!



TOP TOPICS
JUSTIN HOPE 
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SY26-27 Annual Agreement
Applications will be open May 1-June 5

A detailed instructional video will be released April 30th, covering the 
following topics:
• Overview of the LINQ Annual Agreement process
• Timeline and key deadlines for completing the Annual Agreement
• Information and documents to gather in advance
• Checklist summary and required attachments
• New requirements for SY26-27
• Submission process and next steps

Suggested Best Practice:
• Watch the webinar and work to complete as much of the 

application as you can on your own.
• Make notes of any areas that are confusing or places where errors 

are occurring.
• Use the area meeting time to clear up questions and errors.
• GOAL: Submit your application at the conclusion of the meeting.



TOP TOPICS
DEVIN WILLIAMSON​
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FFVP Applications
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) 
applications for SY 26-27 are now open in 
LINQ!

This grant is for elementary school 
students to receive a fresh fruit or 
vegetable snack during the school day 
twice per week.

All applications must be submitted on or 
before May 15, 2026. 

Information about how to apply can be 
found via Constant Contact email April 1st  

& 28th , 2026. 
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Alabama Farm to School & Scratch Cooking Workshop
May 7-8, 2026 Jones Valley 
Teaching Farm

Hosted by the ALSDE 

Sessions Include:
• Hands-on culinary session 

for biscuits and chicken 
pot pie taught by Chef 
Jason Haywood

• Utilizing herbs in school 
meals by Jones Valley

• Field Trip to Boozer Farms
• Goal Setting

This workshop is FULL!
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Summer Culinary Trainings
Summer Culinary Trainings Hosted by the ALSDE, taught by 
the Chef Ann Foundation

One-Day Hands-on Culinary Trainings from
8:30-3:00

Menu:
• Conecuh Sausage Breakfast Burrito
• Banana Nut Oatmeal Bars
• Homemade Granola for Yogurt Parfaits
• Hashbrown Casserole with Drop Biscuits
• Beef Nachos with Homemade Cheese Sauce
• BLT Pasta Salad
• Potato Salad
• Buffalo Mac-n-Cheese
• Blackened Chicken Sandwich

Sign up on this Google Spreadsheet. By registering, schools 
are attesting they will incorporate two recipes from the 
training into their menu in SY 26-27. 

Dates & Locations:
• June 9-12, 2026: Carroll High School Ozark
• June 16-18, 2026: Priceville High School Decatur
• June 23-26, 2026: Stanhope Elmore High School Wetumpka
• July 21-24, 2026: Iola Roberts Elementary Pell City

For more information, see Constant Contact 
emails 4/9 & 4/29.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1dl3itgbNasZo_H6ORU8wfJgpf-28LiclkJ5345S_RAc/edit?usp=sharing
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ALSDE Culinary Challenge New Cohort Application
Cohort 3 Overview (2026-2027)

• Initial scratch cooking mini-
assessment + tailored district goals 
(via Chef Ann Foundation) 

• Monthly student recipe testing 
(Sept–May), designed for Alabama 
students

• Open to past participants 
• 8 districts selected (prioritizing 

district-wide participation) 
• Includes summer culinary trainings 
• Subgrant funding likely available 
• Must implement 3 recipes in SY 

2027–28

Why apply?

• Get expert support from the 
Chef Ann Foundation to 
expand scratch cooking 

• Receive priority access to 
summer trainings and special 
workshops 

• Engage students through 
hands-on taste testing 

• Help shape and test recipes 
made for Alabama schools

The application is open through 
May 8th. See emails from 4/14 
and 4/28.
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SOUTHEAST REGIONAL JUNIOR CHEF COMPETITION
3rd Place: Kate Duncan Smith DAR High School

Marshall County Schools
Street Corn Chicken and Rice Bowl
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Farm to School

Ozark City Schools

Lettuce: Riley Creek Farms
Strawberries: Birdsong Berries

Monroe County Schools
JF Shields K4 Students



TOP TOPICS
JULIE AUTREY​
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SNA Congressional Hearing
SNA advocacy focused on the growing need for increased funding to support scratch 
cooking, fresh foods, and full implementation of the new DGAs. Speakers, including 
current SNA President, Stephanie Dillard, highlighted the challenges of rising costs, 
both in food and labor, and emphasized that current reimbursements are insufficient 
to meet these new nutrition goals.

The briefing provided feedback and 
context ahead of USDA’s upcoming 
rulemaking to update school nutrition 
standards based on the 2025–2030 
DGAs. It laid the groundwork for federal 
action—supporting SNA’s calls for 
enhanced reimbursement rates, program 
modernization, and expanded capacity for 
fresh and scratch cooking in school meals.



ALSDE STAFF SPOTLIGHT
JULIE AUTREY
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We are so excited to celebrate Lakesha Welch as she 
moves on to a well-deserved promotion! During her time 
with our team, she served as our ASA and, most 
importantly, as the welcoming first impression for 
anyone calling our department in need of support. Her 
kindness, professionalism, and calm presence set the 
tone for our work every day.

She will be incredibly difficult to replace and will be 
deeply missed! Above all else, her kindness stands out 
as her greatest strength, and it has made a lasting 
impact on our team and those we serve. We are grateful 
for her contributions and wish her every success in this 
next chapter.

VOLUME 005 ·  ISSUE 007  ·  ALABAMA CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM

Lakesha Welch
Administrative Support Assistant
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TRAINING TIDBITS
SUZANNAH YODER
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TRAINING TIDBITS
EVENT DATE LOCATION AREA

AREA MEETINGS MAY 12-22, 2026 Birmingham, Montgomery, 
Brewton, and Enterprise Statewide

NEW MANAGERS' 
TRAINING

JULY 7 – 8, 2026 Shelby County Instructional 
Services Center Alabaster, Alabama

ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW TRAINING

AUGUST 18-19, 2026 Gordon Persons Building 
Auditorium Montgomery, AL

NEW DIRECTORS' 
TRAINING

AUGUST 20-21 Gordon Persons Building 
Auditorium & Conference Room Montgomery, AL

2026 FALL 
CONFERENCE

NOVEMBER 17 – 20, 2026 The Grand Hotel and Conference 
Center Point Clear, AL



334.694.4657
CNPNSLP@alsde.edu



Alabama State Department of Education

Thank you for attending! 
Be sure to document your attendance 
by completing the survey. 
Scan the QR code
https://forms.office.com/r/ft2C14iK8k?origin=lprLink 

https://forms.office.com/r/ft2C14iK8k?origin=lprLink
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