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Today’s 
Learning 

Goals

• Understand USDA 
Foods and DoD 

Fresh

• Learn ordering 
and receiving 
procedures

• Explore the 
FFAVORS System

• Improve 
inventory and 
procurement 

practices

• ALSDE Rebates



Meet The  Food 
Distribution Staff

Tammy Lofton 
Administrator

Ruth Roberson 
TEFAP Specialist

Chris White
CSFP Specialist

• Garry Rumph  
Accountant

• Glendora 
Christian

 ASA



Food Distribution



Food Distribution & Statewide Procurement

ALSDE holds contracts with two mainline 
distributors: 
 Wood Fruitticher (North)

 Merchants (South)

Distributors are responsible for school 
food deliveries: 

 USDA Foods Orders
 Grocery Items from the State Order 

Guide

Wood 
Fruitticher

Regions 2, 3, 4

Merchants/PFG
Regions 1, 5, 6



What is USDA Foods?What is USDA Foods?

What is USDA Foods?

• USDA Foods 
support school meal 
programs

• 100% domestic 
American-grown 
foods

• Entitlement based 
on meals served

• Supports nutritious 
meals statewide



USDA Foods for 
School Year 2026-2027

36 USDA Foods items are
available to Alabama schools in SY27  



USDA Foods for 
Schools  SY 2026-2027

Form 11 - lists USDA Foods on order for your 
school system.

• Use the Form 11 to plan to use USDA 
items in school meals.

Form 12 – lists USDA Foods ready for your 
director to order.

Authorized Commodity Orders List- lists the 
number of USDA Foods cases allocated to your 
school by your director.



Managing USDA Foods

 Utilize all USDA Foods within 6 months

 USDA higher costs, truck cancellations, and bonus purchases 
will change the final values received.

 Schools can view their USDA Food orders on the “Authorized 
Commodity Orders List” in the CNP application.

 The expiration date on your Form 12 is a 60-day expiration 
date for all USDA Foods.  It states the order by date to avoid 
excess storage fees. 

Form 12



Placing USDA Foods Order

 Go to FD in the online 
application

 Order Entry
 Select the delivery site
 Then select the delivery 

week
 Enter the number of 

case(s)
 Hit checkout



When receiving USDA Foods:
Step 1: Confirm the correct products and number of cases have 
been delivered.  
Step 2: If there is a missing case of USDA Foods, contact your 
distributor asap.
Step 3: If a replacement is unable to be shipped, complete a 
USDA Foods Shortage Form found on the Alabama Achieves 
website and submit it to FoodDist@ALSDE.edu. 

USDA Foods Shortage Forms

mailto:FoodDist@ALSDE.edu


Standardized Recipes
Child Nutrition Recipe Box
Find standardized recipes using USDA Foods.
Recipes are portioned into CN equivalents for easy crediting.
Nutrition facts are provided.



USDA DoD Fresh

Alabama has revised this 
program to allow direct 

delivery of fresh fruits and 
vegetables to schools.



Getting Started with 
USDA DOD Fresh SY27

If your district is participating for the first time 
this year, you will receive an email to create an 
FFAVORS account.

The process of setting up an FFAVORS account to 
receive a produce order may take several weeks.

Once an FFAVORS account has been created and 
funding has been allocated, schools may make 
produce orders.

FFAVORS:  Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Order Receipt System



FFAVORS:  Fresh 
Fruits and 
Vegetables 
Order Receipt 
System



DoD Fresh Fruits & Vegetables Program 



DoD Fresh 
Fruits & 
Vegetables 
Program 

100% Domestic American 
Grown and Produced Foods



FFAVORS Accounts



Placing DoD Order

Click on “Place a New Order”
Select your school site
Select your delivery date, it will be in 

bold
• Note: Every school has an assigned 

delivery day.
Place your order for the number of 

cases of each product your school 
needs
• Note: Be sure to notice the 

size/quantity.



Confirm DoD Order

 After selecting all of the cases of 
produce, then click on “Add Items To 
Cart”

  On the next page, after double-
checking your order, click “Proceed 
to Checkout”

 The last step is to press “confirm 
order”, which then sends the order 
to be processed.



Edit Receipts
 After you receive your order, log into the 

system and you will notice the red statement
    ** You have receipts that are due now.**

 Click on the “Edit Receipts”

 On the next page, click “Edit”

 Verify all the items were received and in the 
correct amounts

 If there was a difference in the amount ordered 
vs. the amount received, select the reasoning 
why (example: poor quality, shorted, etc.)

 If all the steps above have been done, press 
“PROCESS Pending Receipt”



Statewide Procurement



Statewide 
Procurement Order 
Guide

Order Guide Items

1. Meat/Meat Alternates

2. Combination Foods
3. Grains
4. Fruits

5. Vegetables
6. Dairy Products
7. Beverages

8. Snack Items
9. Dressings and Condiments
10.   Cooking and Baking Supplies

11. Food and Storage Containers
12. Sanitation and Cleaning Supplies



Ordering SWP 
Items

Order 7 days before the date of 
delivery

If an order needs to be canceled, 
contact your distributor and 
SWP@ALSDE.edu.

Keep in communication with your 
distributor.

mailto:SWP@ALSDE.edu


Receiving Grocery Orders 
and USDA Foods Orders

Always check your deliveries and double-check key drops
Check produce for spoilage on arrival
Spot check pricing on invoices
Confirm the correct products are being delivered
Confirm item substitutions

Once you sign the invoice, you are saying the shipment is 
correct.



Order Guide Items
Product Specifications

Item specifications are found on the 
Break for a Plate Website



Rebate Items
135 Rebate Items

Select items on the order guide have 
automatic rebates for schools. 

Paperwork is handled at the ALSDE office. 

Cheese Rebates
Select pizza items have cheese 
rebates for the use of USDA 
Mozzarella cheese. 

Potato Rebates Potato products have rebates 
for the use of USDA potatoes.





Distribution & Procurement Contact 
Information

Food Distribution 
FoodDist@alsde.edu 

Statewide 
Procurement 
SWP@alsde.edu 

Office (334) 694-4857

mailto:FoodDist@alsde.edu
mailto:SWP@alsde.edu
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