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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
LINQ Child Nutrition Information and Payment System (CNIPS):

o Annual Agreement Information Management for:
▪ Lunch, Breakfast, Snack Programs
▪ SSO, SFSP, and CACFP
▪ Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Grant

o Monthly Reimbursement Claims
o Resource & Reference Documents

LINQ School Nutrition (LSN):
o Statewide Procurement Database

▪ Grocery Ordering
▪ Food Item Management

o Optional School Nutrition Management Software
▪ Menu Planning and Production
▪ Inventory Management
▪ Point of Sale

Legacy Site (the old website):
o Currently houses all USDA Food Distribution 
   Information (excluding DoD Fresh/FFAVORS)
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
We're Building our Database of Resources!

Let us know if you're looking for 
something that you can't find!
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REVIEWS AND REMINDERS
Schools participating in the School Breakfast Program (SBP) must notify families of the 
availability of school breakfasts at the beginning of the school year, when free and 
reduced-price meal applications are sent to households.  In addition, schools should 
send reminders regarding the availability of the SBP multiple times throughout the 
school year (e.g. at the beginning of each semester or quarter). 

2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR
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USDA Early Action Pledge
On July 14, 2026, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Secretary Brooke L. Rollins announced an 
opportunity for States to pledge their commitment 
to serving healthier school meals to students across 
the nation. 

While USDA is currently in the process of updating 
the school meal standards through rulemaking, 
Secretary Rollins’ pledge encourages States and 
school nutrition professionals to act now to 
accelerate progress and serve students nourishing 
foods that support lifelong healthy eating patterns.

Click here to view the full Early Action Pledge.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foodr8xabb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001_2BS8hA91JPwGhy3xRgdEg1Yb60KkK6jtMs2qf209_7yTfJmcqB-LXmbsPyocbre6F12ZZVOTTFk_kWcg5LHOBxY6pSZwkkM-QFKwGCubOwXV3XWkAIBs61IcLS3rTHawcWnCOIUBbLsh--zQldsDDSXdq829vJgpOwOAR6UgorepoLjWQIpJygPC5-U4dK_ddYlnTPLE8pQkuCJ6qMsFsZev55ZtkUscxTpkE86pto%3D%26c%3D5EClgWx1jalQqPQbKQtIEamYKQFfdAyESpoNgmpUm8GK71ju3Xwmkg%3D%3D%26ch%3DB3R2ljkoY0sSUyyULou6l3kPaxnSxjrF-jr0t92D35yiJw5_Qd_Vsg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40alsde.edu%7Cbfba07e26675460b2d7a08dee1eb42e0%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639196598045383293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h1%2BfBAKaOFO6t5XdTmpQA80kHwBv5CRy%2B0lwD9lBziY%3D&reserved=0
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MONTHLY MEMOS
• Urgent Reminder: June 30, 2026 Deadline for Program Participation – 

6/25/26

• USDA Memorandum: SP09-2026 and Buy American Resources

• Updated Capitalization and Procurement Thresholds – 7/9/26

• 2026-2027 New Child Nutrition Program Directors’ Training – 7/14/26

• Sign on to Secretary Rollins’ School Meals Pledge – 7/14/26

• SY 2026-2027 Direct Certification Data is Ready – 7/15/26

• Private Schools Identified Student Percentage (ISP)Data Collection for 
SY26-27
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MONTHLY MEMOS
• Save the Date! Third Annual Alabama Supply Chain Symposium – 

7/21/26

• 2026 RCCI & Private School CNP Financial Training Workshop – 
7/22/26

• Potential Tropical Weather / Weather Impact Reporting Reminder – 
7/22/26

• Civil Rights Training – 7/24/26

• Order Team Nutrition Materials Now! – 7/28/26

• Reimbursement Rates for School Years 2026-2027 – 7/29/26
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COMMON COMPLIANCE CONCERNS

Meal Counting and Claiming:
o Incorrect free or reduced-price eligibility determinations.
o Over/under claiming meals based on enrollment and attendance.
o Second meals being claimed as reimbursable. A la carte items being claimed as a reimbursable meal.
o Meals claimed for ineligible students, CNP staff, faculty, employees, visiting children, and visiting adults.

Meal Pattern and Nutritional Standards:
o Meals missing required meal components as determined by the production records and menus.
o Offer Versus Serve errors that make meals non-reimbursable.
o Portion sizes below minimum meal pattern requirements.

Resource Management:
o Unallowable costs
o Incorrect procurement procedures.

Below are the most common findings that result in fiscal action during administrative reviews:
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Buy American Tracker Updates
Unfortunately, there will not be a state approved waiver to Buy American Tracking according to 
details from a recent meeting with USDA FNA staff.

Buy American Reminders:
1. Have accurate documentation of last school year's food 

purchases (domestic and non-domestic).
2. Submit the SY 25-26 accomodation form, if applicable.
3. Respond to the ALSDE survey with final percentages to 

help us determine an accurate statewide percentage.
4. Have procedures in place for weekly/monthly tracking 

going forward.
5. Train staff on expected procedures to follow when items 

are delivered that are not approved non-domestic.

LINQ 
Download Forms:

Buy American 
Resources

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=xR8fNaFG3EW3EUPMffG2K1VWNyRMvGJNpQlmvUKJ74ZUNklBTVBPWU5UMkc5VjA2NVpDWFhUSllTRi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=xR8fNaFG3EW3EUPMffG2K1VWNyRMvGJNpQlmvUKJ74ZUNklBTVBPWU5UMkc5VjA2NVpDWFhUSllTRi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=xR8fNaFG3EW3EUPMffG2K1VWNyRMvGJNpQlmvUKJ74ZUNklBTVBPWU5UMkc5VjA2NVpDWFhUSllTRi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/iPL9qD72K9
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SWP Resources for LINQ

SWP Support Docs- How To Files
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Printing a Grocery Order Guide In LINQ
1. Change PDF to Excel
2. Add your distributor under "Vendors"
3. Select "Grocery Order Form" under item tags

Go to Reports > Item > Item Data



Printing a Grocery Order Guide In LINQ
Scroll toward the bottom. In the "Columns" 
section, add (+) these from the "Available 
Columns" List:
• Identifier
• Item Name
• Unit of Measure
• Vendor Unit of Measure
• Vendor Cost

Click and drag "Identifier" to be 
the first item in the list.
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Printing a Grocery Order Guide In LINQ
Scroll down to the "Sort" Section. 
• Add Identifier from "Available Sort Columns" 

to "Sort By".
• Click and drag "Identifier" to the top of the list, 

above "Item Name."

Scroll to the bottom of the page 
and click "Request Report."
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Printing a Grocery Order Guide In LINQ

Open the downloaded 
Excel file.

Select "Enable Editing" 
to adjust column widths, 
add rows, delete items, 
further sort items, or 
add additional columns 
for your managers' use.
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Capital Expenditure Requests in LINQ 
Steps to Complete Capital Expenditure Approval

1) Click Capital Expenditure Request
2) Click on Create New Request

Please do not submit Capital Expenditure Requests 
for items on the preapproved equipment list . 



VOLUME 006 ·  ISSUE 001 ·  ALABAMA CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMTABLE TALK

Capital Expenditure Requests in LINQ 

The Capital Expenditure form says that 3 quotes should be submitted. 
You do not need to submit the quotes that you received. You should 

follow your local procurement plan in regards to purchasing. 

3) Complete the Contact Information Section
4) Complete #5, giving information about each 
item on your request
5) Click Save & wait for approval from ALSDE
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School Program Reimbursement Rates:
The School Lunch Programs meal reimbursement rate effective SY 2026-2027 (July 1, 

2026, through June 30, 2027) is:
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School Program Reimbursement Rates:
The School Breakfast Programs meal reimbursement rate effective SY 2026-2027 (July 

1, 2026, through June 30, 2027) is:
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School Program Reimbursement Rates:
The After-School Snack Programs meal reimbursement rate effective SY 2026-2027 

(July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027) is:



VOLUME 006 ·  ISSUE 001 ·  ALABAMA CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMTABLE TALK

School Program Reimbursement Rates:
The Special Milk Programs meal reimbursement rate effective SY 2026-2027 (July 1, 

2026, through June 30, 2027) is:
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School Program Reimbursement Rates:
The USDA Cash-in-Lieu of USDA Donated Foods (Commodity) rate for School Year (SY) 2026–
2027 (July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027) is:

$0.3200 per reimbursable lunch (32.00 cents per meal) 

This represents an increase of 1.50 cents from the SY 2025–2026 rate of 
30.50 cents per meal due to the annual adjustment based on the 
Producer Price Index for Foods Used in Schools and Institutions. 

Federal Register Notice
The official USDA Federal Register notice is accessible at the following links:
Federal Register :: National School Lunch, Special Milk, and School Breakfast Programs, National 
Average Payments/Maximum Reimbursement Rate
Food Distribution Program: Value of Donated Foods From July 1, 2026 Through June 30, 2027

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/07/16/2026-14252/national-school-lunch-special-milk-and-school-breakfast-programs-national-average-paymentsmaximum
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/07/16/2026-14252/national-school-lunch-special-milk-and-school-breakfast-programs-national-average-paymentsmaximum
https://www.fna.usda.gov/usda-fis/fr-071426?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Capitalization and Procurement Thresholds
The Capitalization and Procurement Thresholds were updated to current federal thresholds effective 
July 1, 2026. 

In order to assist local school boards in determining the appropriate thresholds for capitalization of 
equipment has been increased from $5,000 to $10,000 per equipment item. 

In addition to the previous increases to the State Bid threshold and the Public Works threshold, there 
have been increases to the federal Procurement thresholds. Per the Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR), the current procurement purchasing methods have been increased to match the federal 
procurement thresholds:

Micro-Purchases: Increased from $10,000 to $15,000 effective July 1, 2026.

Simplified Acquisition (Small Price Quote Purchases): Increased from over $10,000 but under 
$250,000 to Over $15,000 but under $350,000.
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Capitalization and Procurement Thresholds

The Formal Bid thresholds that will require the purchase to be formally bid are as follows:

• LEAs (Public and Charter Schools): $40,000 and greater 
• SFAs that receive Alabama State funding other than the CNP program: $30,000 and greater
• SFA that do not receive Alabama State funding: $350,000 and greater

Please Note:

The SFA/LEA is required to comply with the most restrictive procurement requirements 
established by local, state, or federal authorities. Therefore, before adopting the 
increased procurement thresholds, the SFA/LEA must revise and approve its written 
procurement policies and procedures to incorporate the new thresholds.

Grant Opportunities
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Grant Opportunity

Grant Opportunity: Chef Ann Foundation’s Salad Bars to Schools

Salad Bars to Schools (SB2S), a national grant program operated by the Chef Ann Foundation,
provides schools and districts with everything needed to implement salad bars effectively as a
part of a reimbursable meal, while supporting a journey to more scratch cooking and values-
aligned procurement. Our Salad Bars to Schools program grants K–12 schools everything needed
to install a salad bar — including salad bar equipment and all accessories, marketing materials,
and comprehensive online training courses through the School Food Institute.
K-12 school districts that participate in the National School Lunch Program with an enrollment of
at least 100 students per school site may apply no later than March 31, 2027.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FyxcGSPXCgPt%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427878993781%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TEJr%2FSOeea7wKVlLITska57rBsyKgyxBjGUOzvM9dg0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FkIN7YwIG4VY%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879016846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZwxK%2BTPjJykSn24lTVIjY33H7RijCLtp4Pq2A%2F3PNfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FkIN7YwIG4VY%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879016846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZwxK%2BTPjJykSn24lTVIjY33H7RijCLtp4Pq2A%2F3PNfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FkIN7YwIG4VY%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879016846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZwxK%2BTPjJykSn24lTVIjY33H7RijCLtp4Pq2A%2F3PNfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FkIN7YwIG4VY%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879016846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZwxK%2BTPjJykSn24lTVIjY33H7RijCLtp4Pq2A%2F3PNfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FkIN7YwIG4VY%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879016846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZwxK%2BTPjJykSn24lTVIjY33H7RijCLtp4Pq2A%2F3PNfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FkIN7YwIG4VY%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879016846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZwxK%2BTPjJykSn24lTVIjY33H7RijCLtp4Pq2A%2F3PNfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FkIN7YwIG4VY%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879016846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZwxK%2BTPjJykSn24lTVIjY33H7RijCLtp4Pq2A%2F3PNfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FFU8lPR8uYlg%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879041839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PGc%2Frl668jemvQd21%2BOpY8iVoQqBG4ebqAdSbDZxuVA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FFU8lPR8uYlg%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879041839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PGc%2Frl668jemvQd21%2BOpY8iVoQqBG4ebqAdSbDZxuVA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FFU8lPR8uYlg%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879041839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PGc%2Frl668jemvQd21%2BOpY8iVoQqBG4ebqAdSbDZxuVA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F1AKKHjrhAs0%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879065473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BDyPgA9CuCCMRUFJKIk%2BJdw5VsoYoXzkkeEbo2Ztkhw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F1AKKHjrhAs0%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879065473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BDyPgA9CuCCMRUFJKIk%2BJdw5VsoYoXzkkeEbo2Ztkhw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F1AKKHjrhAs0%3Fe%3De26856c365%26c2id%3Dbc2b8d461f0d0cc5c4bde07521ebe433&data=05%7C02%7Csuzannah.yoder%40ALSDE.edu%7Ce9b71ff4f1c745b109bc08deecadaeff%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C639208427879065473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BDyPgA9CuCCMRUFJKIk%2BJdw5VsoYoXzkkeEbo2Ztkhw%3D&reserved=0


VOLUME 006 ·  ISSUE 001 ·  ALABAMA CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMTABLE TALK

Jr. Chef 2027
New School Year, New Contest-Winning Recipes Needed!

• State Staff presented Jr. Chef Opportunity at the CTE Conference in Mobile Today
• 2026 Contest Winning Recipe from Marshall County was featured
• FCS Educators need to decide very soon if they want to have recipe submission ready for early 

December Deadline
• Applications will be available soon

Don’t miss out on this great opportunity for you and your staff to engage with your students 
and help them create delicious recipes we can all enjoy!
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Summer Culinary Challenge
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TRAINING TIDBITS
SUZANNAH YODER
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TRAINING TIDBITS

All Sessions Begin at 1:30pm.
Schedule is subject to change.

TABLE
TALK

School Year 2026-2027
Volume 006
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TALK

• USDA has not yet released the anticipated updates to the required annual 
Civil Rights Training.

• ALSDE will provide updated Civil Rights Training once additional guidance is 
received from USDA.

• Programs should be prepared to complete the updated training when it 
becomes available.

Optional Training Prior to USDA Updates
• CNP Directors are encouraged to provide staff training on local civil rights 

policies/procedures regarding how to handle a civil rights complaint and 
procedures for accommodating special diets.

• However, once USDA releases updated Civil Rights Training requirements and 
materials, staff will need to participate in the updated training.
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TRAINING TIDBITS

TALK
Available Food Allergy Training

Food Allergies in School Nutrition Programs: Food Allergies in SNPs - General Food Allergies - ICN iLearn 
(1.0 hour)

Hidden in Plain Sight: PSU: Hidden in Plain Sight (September 2024) - ICN iLearn (1.5 hours)

Keeping School Meals Safe for All Students: STAR: Keeping School Meals Safe for All Students: Allergy 
and Hygiene Awareness (August 2025) - ICN iLearn (1.0 hour)

In addition to expanding allowable milk varieties, the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act of 
2025 requires that local school food service personnel receive annual training 
AND certification on food allergies (best practices to prevent, recognize, and respond to 
food-related allergic reactions).

https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/118/food-allergies-in-snps-general-food-allergies/lessons
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/118/food-allergies-in-snps-general-food-allergies/lessons
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/118/food-allergies-in-snps-general-food-allergies/lessons
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/118/food-allergies-in-snps-general-food-allergies/lessons
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/118/food-allergies-in-snps-general-food-allergies/lessons
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/429/psu-hidden-in-plain-sight-september-2024
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/429/psu-hidden-in-plain-sight-september-2024
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/429/psu-hidden-in-plain-sight-september-2024
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/730/star-keeping-school-meals-safe-for-all-students-allergy-and-hygiene-awareness-august-2025
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/730/star-keeping-school-meals-safe-for-all-students-allergy-and-hygiene-awareness-august-2025
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/730/star-keeping-school-meals-safe-for-all-students-allergy-and-hygiene-awareness-august-2025
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/730/star-keeping-school-meals-safe-for-all-students-allergy-and-hygiene-awareness-august-2025
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TRAINING TIDBITS
New Directors' Training

August 20-21, 2026

Day 1: Financial Program Guidance
Day 2: Operational & Nutritional Program Guidance

This training format allows us to extend the 
invitation to newly hired CSFOs and Bookkeepers as 
well. Sponsors are encouraged to register any new 
financial staff to attend Day 1 of the training on 
Thursday, August 20.

Register Here: 2026-2027 New Directors' Training

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/TeVxBPTiE3
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/TeVxBPTiE3
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/TeVxBPTiE3
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SY 2026-2027 New Managers' Training 
Presentations - Break for a Plate Alabama

Content from the New 
Managers' Training is 

now available on Break 
for a Plate. This is a 

great resource for use 
with your staff 

throughout the year!
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EVENT DATE LOCATION AREA

ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW TRAINING

AUGUST 18-19, 2026
Gordon Persons Building 

Auditorium
Montgomery, AL

NEW DIRECTORS' 
TRAINING

AUGUST 20-21, 2026
Gordon Persons Building 

Auditorium & Conference Room
Montgomery, AL

RCCI & PRIVATE 
SCHOOL FINANCIAL 

TRAINING

AUGUST 21, 2026
Gordon Persons Building

Conference Room
Montgomery, AL

2026 FALL 
CONFERENCE

NOVEMBER 17 – 20, 2026
The Grand Hotel and Conference 

Center
Point Clear, AL



SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT
ROBBIE SCOTT
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Krystal Patterson
Lee County Schools, ASNA President Elect

What are you most proud of in your Child Nutrition Program? 

What I'm most proud of is my staff. They are always willing to jump in and do whatever it takes to make our program 
better. No matter what new ideas or changes I throw their way, they are committed to making sure our students get 
meals that are not only nutritious but that actually taste good. Their passion for taking care of our students is what 
makes our Child Nutrition Program so special.

What is the biggest challenge you're currently tackling?​

The biggest challenge I'm tackling right now is balancing it all. We're working hard to create meals that students enjoy 
while meeting the latest USDA nutrition requirements, which isn't always easy. At the same time, I’m navigating staff 
shortages and making sure to continue to provide the best possible service to the students. On top of that, I'm 
preparing to step into my new role as ASNA President, so it's definitely a busy season.  Fortunately, I have an 
outstanding team behind me. The dedicated staff in Lee County Schools, my colleagues within the Alabama School 
Nutrition Association, and the support of the State Department all play an important role in my success. 

What superpower would help you most as a CNP Director?​

My superpower would be cloning myself! There are days I need to be in five schools, three meetings, answer dozens 
of emails, solve equipment issues, and still make sure every student gets fed. Until science catches up, I'll keep relying 
on teamwork, lots of caffeine, and a positive attitude!

What is something people would be surprised to learn about you?​

People are often surprised to learn that one of my greatest passions is going on mission trips to Uganda. The people 
there have become like a second family to me, and I miss them every day when I'm not there. Outside of work, I have 
a few hobbies that don't always seem to go together—I love riding motorcycles, I'm a huge Disney fan, and I enjoy 
getting lost in a good book. My husband and I also live in a barndominium, which always surprises people too!  Oh….. 
and I am left-handed. 



334.694.4657

CNPNSLP@alsde.edu



Alabama State Department of Education

Thank you for attending! 
Be sure to document your attendance 

by completing the survey. 
Scan the QR code

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/PVauDMJ4Rn?origin=lprLink 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/PVauDMJ4Rn?origin=lprLink
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